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Renewal 2000—Phase II 
The new doctrinal statement: 
Affirming our faith 
It will be four years in July that Gen-
eral Conference approved a task force of 
twenty persons to formulate a new 
statement of doctrine for the Brethren in 
Christ of North America. Actually the 
process known as Renewal 2000 began 
ten years earlier, in 1976. At that time a 
task force had been formed to look at 
structure, funding, and budgeting for 
the church. Their extensive work culmi-
nated in Manual of Doctrine and 
Government revisions approved in the 
by John Arthur Brubaker 
Conference of '82 and '84 and brought 
significant changes to the life of the 
church. 
The doctrinal task force named in 
1976 to work on Renewal 2000—Phase 
II was given responsibility to review the 
doctrinal section of the Manual. There 
was a recognized need for our genera-
tion to express the historic beliefs of the 
church in language for our times. 
The task force began its work with a 
focus on four major issues: the impor-
tance of renewal for the church with an 
accent on prayer and priorities; the need 
for a process to involve all segments of 
the church in the formulation of a cur-
rent doctrinal statement; the question of 
hermeneutics (that is the guiding princi-
ples by which we interpret the Scrip-
tures); and the decision regarding con-
tent to determine what elements of our 
life and faith as a people need to be 
identified and articulated in our doctri-
nal statement. 
The goal was to produce a doctrinal 
statement that would be biblically sound, 
true to our heritage, positive in expres-
sion, contemporary in language, and 
usable in the congregation as a teaching 
resource. The task force was inspired 
and challenged by words such as these 
from Clark H. Pinnock: "What we need 
are statements of faith which articulate 
the biblical faith in fresh language . . . 
which capture the urgency of the situa-
tion and ring with spiritual authentic-
General Conference Information 
As you read this, less than two months 
remain until the June 1 deadline for 
General Conference registrations. Use 
the form in the January issue of the 
Evangelical Visitor. Your pastor may 
have extra copies, or you may just make 
extra copies. 
All people 18 years old and over 
attending day sessions should pay the 
registration fee. However, all children, 
women and men should fill out FORM 
A and send it to the Conference Regis-
trar, Paul Hostetler. The only excep-
tions are those attending only the eve-
ning sessions. 
The first session of General Confer-
ence will open at 1:00 p.m. on Saturday, 
June 30,1990. You will need to arrive in 
time to register before noon. Try to 
arrive before 10:00 a.m. on Saturday. 
Registration at Conference is on Friday 
evening from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m., and on 
Saturday morning from 8:00 to 12:00 
noon. The final Conference session is 
scheduled to conclude on Thursday 
afternoon, July 5. 
Many people are overlooking parts of 
the registration forms, or placing ques-
tion marks in the blanks. Please wait to 
register until you are sure of your plans. 
Be sure to provide complete informa-
tion about the church you plan to attend 
on Sunday morning and your transpor-
tation needs. It will be too late to request 
transportation after you arrive. See the 
January issue of the Visitor for churches 
to attend. Please add the Greenspring 
and Mowersville churches to that list. 
Please note a few of the highlights of 
the General Conference program. The 
Conference Sermon, "This We Believe," 
will be given by Bishop Owen Alderfer 
on Sunday evening at 7:00 p.m. A praise 
and celebration service will be held on 
Sunday afternoon, featuring a mass 
choir of the Allegheny and Atlantic 
Conferences. Each evening, Sunday 
through Tuesday, will feature a special 
worship service focusing on the individ-
ual words of the Conference theme. 
Tuesday's evening service will also in-
clude the footwashing and communion 
celebration. The final evening service 
will feature the consecration of bishops 
followed by the quiz finals. 
Exciting events are planned for the 
youth attending General Conference. 
The theme for the youth will be "Friend-
ship." The cost for each teenager is 
expected to be between $30 and $35. If 
details are not in your hands now, they 
soon should be. 
Children's activities are planned 
throughout Conference. This informa-
tion should also soon be in your hands. 
This year's theme for the children's 
activities will be "Hopes and Dreams." 
Children are asked to bring their own 
"sit-upon" which will be used through-
out the week. 
MTS Travel, Ephrata, PA, is the offi-
cial travel agency for this General Con-
ference. Anyone booked by them or by 
your own travel agent on United Air-
lines for flights between June 21 and 
July 8 will receive a 5% discount. The 
United Airlines Conference ID # 445ET 
should be used when purchasing your 
tickets. Callers from the U.S., phone 
(800) 642-8315; callers from Canada, 
(717) 733-4131. If you are planning to 
rent a car at your arrival airport, be sure 
to make your reservation before arrival. 
MTS can take care of this for you also. 
Parents who plan to have their chil-
dren sleeping on the floor, please note: 
the linen package is not provided for 
your children. If children on the floor 
use linen packages, a charge will need to 
be made. 
If the information you need is not 
included above, check previous issues of 
the Visitor, starting with January. For 
other information pertinent to registra-
tion, contact Paul Hostetler, phone (717) 
766-2621. For all other questions, please 
call Ken Mark, (717) 766-8914. (You 
can leave a recorded message at either 
number.) • 
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ity." (Pinnock, Three Keys to Spiritual 
Renewal, Bethany Fellowship, 1985, p. 
30) 
The issue of Scripture interpretation 
was addressed at a study conference 
held in 1984 at McMaster University 
sponsored by the Board for Ministry 
and Doctrine and the Board of Bishops. 
The 200 plus participants gathered with 
a commonly-shared conviction that the 
Scriptures are the final authority of our 
faith and practice. The work of the study 
conference resulted in an understanding 
of scriptural interpretation that recog-
nizes (1) the inspiration and illumina-
tion of the Holy Spirit; (2) the centrality 
of Christ in divine revelation; (3) the 
New Testament as interpreter of the Old 
Testament; (4) the scriptural focus on 
piety and obedience; and (5) the essen-
tial value of community consensus in the 
interpretive process. These five state-
ments became guiding principles for the 
doctrinal task force in its work. 
From 1986 to 1988 the task force 
worked with diligence at the task of 
developing a detailed outline which 
would provide a basis for the written 
statement. This outline was approved by 
the General Conference of 1988 and the 
task of writing a new doctrinal state-
ment was begun. First drafts went 
through numerous revisions. Revised 
drafts were sent to a wider readership in 
the church for critical review. More revi-
sions followed. Consequently the doc-
trinal statement coming to the General 
Conference of 1990 is the result of a 
brotherhood process involving many 
people. 
The work of the doctrinal task force 
will come to fruition as the members of 
the 1990 General Conference have the 
privilege of adopting a new doctrinal 
statement which bears witness to what 
we believe and reaffirms who and what 
we are as a people of God. The first 
confession of faith of the Brethren in 
Christ, first known as the River Brethren, 
was circulated in 1780. Over the years 
the church from time to time reaffirmed 
and redefined its beliefs and new doctri-
nal statements followed. Each was valid 
for its day. We have come to appreciate 
our doctrinal heritage and the rich legacy 
of faith it provides. We want to be faith-
ful to that legacy by preparing ourselves 
for a more effective ministry on into the 
21 st century. • 
John Arthur Brubaker, pastor of the Ref-
ton (Pa.) Brethren in Christ Church, is a 
member of the doctrinal task force. 
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great j oy 
The Bible contains many stories 
of the first Easter, not just one. Each 
of the four Gospels has its own 
account. There are similarities among 
them, but each is distinct. Yet every 
Gospel account of the resurrection 
has one feature in common—a fea-
ture so unexpected, so unlooked-for, 
that most people don't even see it, 
even though it's right there in front 
of them. 
To help you see it, let me ask you a 
question: Who first knew that Jesus 
was resurrected? The answer is the 
same in each of the Gospel accounts: 
The women. 
Now at first thought, that may not 
strike you as unusual at all. "Yes, 
yes," you say, "I know that. It was 
women who first learned of the 
resurrection. So what?" Think again. 
Doesn't it seem somewhat odd that 
such a momentous event was not 
revealed to the people who really 
counted in that society—the Roman 
governor, let's say, or the high priest? 
Or, at the very least, to the men who 
had been so prominent during the 
time of Jesus' ministry—Peter, James, 
John? Why the women? 
The Gospel writers do not often 
mention or acknowledge the women's 
presence and their faithful support 
of Jesus in the early days of his min-
istry. Unlike the male disciples, the 
women are nearly anonymous. One 
Kenneth L. Gibble is co-pastor of the 
Arlington (Va.) Church of the Brethren. 
small verse refers to the women 
rather casually. It is found in Mark 
15:41. Several women are named as 
being present at the crucifixion, and 
Mark says of them: "In Galilee these 
women had followed him [Jesus] 
and cared for his needs. Many other 
women who had come up with him 
to Jerusalem were there also." 
These are the ones, mostly un-
named, who are with Jesus in his last 
hours, as he hangs in agony on the 
cross. The men have fled, leaving 
Jesus to get on as best he can in his 
final moments. We hear about the 
women now because they are the 
only ones present. They stand here 
at the terrible place called Skull Hill, 
where the one they have loved 
squeezes out his final breaths. 
What then? Some of the women 
(the Gospels do not agree on which 
of them—Matthew tells us it was 
two Marys) decided to visit his tomb 
as soon as it is permitted, on the first 
day of the week, at dawn. While the 
men are huddled behind locked 
doors, immobilized by grief and 
fear, the women are up before day-
light to go to the tomb. Mary Mag-
dalene and the other Mary do not set 
out to do anything extraordinary. 
They simply go. Why they went is 
not known. But surely their motives 
were mixed. 
While I was working on this arti-
cle, my daughter, Katie, came into 
the room and began bugging me, as 
she sometimes likes to do when she 
knows I'm trying to concentrate. We 
got to chatting about what I was 
writing, and I asked her the same 
question that appears in the first 
paragraph: "Who were the ones who 
first knew Jesus was resurrected?" 
Somewhat to my surprise, she said, 
"The women." So I asked my follow-
up question: "Why the women?" 
And Katie said, "Because women 
take care of things." 
Precisely! The two Marys went to 
the tomb because women then, and 
now, take care of such things. They 
went because of tradition and grief 
and duty and love-sickness and 
curiosity—a whole bagful of human 
virtues and frailties that might best 
be summarized by that word we so 
easily toss around but seldom can 
define—love. I think it was love that 
brought them to the tomb. Not love 
as we sometimes think of it when we 
are sitting in church or reading the 
Bible—as a pure, undefiled, wholly 
sacrificial thing. But love as that 
motley collection of emotional at-
tachment, obligation, romance, pos-
sessiveness, caring, self-interest, and 
many other noble and not-so-noble 
things. 
Loving, as you and I do it, as 
people of every time and place have 
done it, is always more, and less, 
than we think it to be. Our loving is 
never perfectly done, because we are 
not perfect people. Neither were the 
two Marys perfect, nor was their 
love. But it was good-enough love. 
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Good enough for the God whose 
love is perfect to reveal and entrust 
to them the incredible news that the 
one whose body they thought was in 
the tomb was alive. He was risen. 
"Go quickly," said the angels, "and 
tell his disciples that he has risen 
f rom the dead." 
And they went. Not comprehend-
ing what it all meant. Scared half to 
death too. As Matthew reports it: 
"So the women hurried away from 
the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy. 
No wonder, I daresay. You don't 
talk to angels at sunrise on a Sunday 
morning, and you don't find an 
empty tomb where you expected a 
dead body to be without quaking in 
your boots, without wondering if 
you have lost your sanity. It's good 
there were two of them so they could 
Perfect love may 
cast out fear, but 
less-than-perfect 
love can enable us 
to carry on in 
spite of fear. . . . 
And that is cause 
for joy. 
keep telling each other they really 
had seen and heard what they had 
seen and heard. And even though it 
was all so unbelievable they scarce 
dared to believe it themselves, they 
believed. They believed for the same 
reason they had come to the tomb. They 
believed because of love. Love makes 
possible things that ordinarily aren't 
possible. 
Again, it's not absolute, flawless, 
perfect love I am talking about. It's 
good-enough love. Good enough, in 
this case, to help the women say 
"yes" to the wonderful news they had 
heard. And so they left the tomb not 
only with fear, but as the Gospel tells 
us, "with fear and great joy." 
Elsewhere in the Bible there is an 
interesting statement: "Perfect love 
drives ou t fea r " ( l John 4:18). If that 
is so, then it follows that the reason 
the women left the tomb in fear was 
that their love wasn't perfect. And 
that is a comfort to me. For if the 
women who were entrusted with the 
news of resurrection did not love 
perfectly, then there is hope for me 
who also cannot love perfectly. And 
for you too, if you cannot love 
perfectly. 
Perfect love may cast out fear, but 
less-than-perfect love can enable us 
to carry on in spite of fear, in spite of 
doubt, in spite of disappointment 
and frustration. And that is cause for 
joy. It is the joy that comes with 
resurrection. It is not perfect, com-
plete joy. After all, the resurrection 
of Jesus, momentous as it was, did 
not and has not eliminated all pain 
and suffering and death from the 
world. 
For the women who found an 
empty tomb, the resurrection of their 
Lord meant that they could go on 
despite their fear. It meant that the 
forces of injustice and cruelty and 
death did not have the final word. 
Those forces were still present in the 
world, still capable of causing great 
hurt. But ultimate power belonged 
to God, not to them. 
And this is true for us as well. We 
too know that God has the final say 
in everything. That doesn't mean we 
should ignore the world around us 
and live in some kind of mystical 
haze. It means rather that in our 
encounters with all the ills that plague 
us and our sisters and brothers in 
this world, we remember the power 
of the resurrection, we not despair, 
we go on, just as the women at the 
tomb went on despite their fear. 
They went with fear, but they went 
with great joy as well. 
So do we. We go with joy. It is a 
joy that the world cannot give, neither 
can it take away. It's a joy that 
declares the possibility of new life for 
someone such as you and someone 
such as me, no matter what our past 
has been, no matter what tombs 
have held us prisoner. It is the joy of 
a new creation. The Lord is risen. 
And so are we. Thanks be to God. 
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"Hand them a book to read . . . w 
What is so special about Marilyn 
Moore's hairdressing salon in her 
Frogmore, Ontario, home? Her cus-
tomers come out looking very nice, 
but they also come out looking par-
ticularly happy. Just what is going 
on? 
A living demonstration of the love 
of Jesus, the Word of God in action 
and the power of the Holy Spirit in 
an obedient servant of the Lord— 
that is what is going on. 
People of the area (near Tilson-
burg) like to drop in at Marilyn's, 
not just for the service she gives, but 
for the way she gives it. 
"People do so need love," says 
Marilyn, "and you can show you 
care by the way you put the cape on 
.by Nan McKenzie Kosowan 
them, touch their hair as you set it, 
listen to what they are saying, hand 
them a book to read . . . " 
". . . hand them a book to read," 
she said. Marilyn does plenty of that. 
Customers ask her lots of questions 
and she gives straight answers f rom 
her heart, a heart filled with the 
Word and love of God. In her salon, 
customers get to see a lot of good 
Christian reading material of tes-
timonies, inspiration, and devotions. 
Customers get special attention 
because Marilyn treats each one as 
the special person she sees them to 
be, and she schedules appointments 
to allow time for a chat over a cup of 
tea if they would like it and willing 
prayer if they would like that. Prayer 
seems to be the atmosphere in which 
Marilyn's love and wisdom thrive. 
Her customers apparently appreciate 
this since they keep coming back and 
increasing in number. "There's reviv-
al going on in that hair salon!" says 
Donna Wirth of the Choice Books 
office in Kitchener, where she takes 
Marilyn's book orders and suggests 
book titles. 
Marilyn is quick to say that she 
does not have in herself the wisdom 
to speak to the lives of customers, 
but that she points people in their 
situations to the wisdom of the 
Lord, what he says in his Word and 
to good Christian books that show 
how God touches and changes lives. 
Dan Moore, Marilyn's husband, 
smiles expansively as he admits that 
he aids and abets the Christian activ-
ity coming out of his wife's salon. 
When women customers and friends 
who now meet with Marilyn at a 
midweek Bible study-prayer time 
Illiteracy: a church issue? 
Bore da. Sut rydych chi? Mae hi'n braf, diolch yn fawr. 
This everyday greeting (Good morning. How are you? 
I'm fine, thanks.) is meaningless when expressed in a 
form you cannot read (Welsh). What would life be if you 
could not read English? You couldn't read this. You 
likely wouldn't have your present job. You likely wouldn't 
have a high school diploma or a college education. Your 
earning power would be significantly less. You couldn't 
read to your children. You couldn't read to yourself. 
Your only knowledge of the Bible would be what others 
told you. You couldn't . . . . There is almost no limit 
to your "couldn'ts." 
It is estimated that 27 million American adults, one out 
of every five, are functionally illiterate. It is further esti-
mated that adult illiteracy is growing at 1.5 million per-
sons per year. Anabaptist and holiness denominations 
have historically accepted that literacy in North America 
is a problem to be dealt with in the education arena (for 
Roger Williams is executive director of the Board for Media Minis-
tries, and is working on a personal level in addressing illiteracy in 
Elkhart County, Indiana. This is an adaptation of a presentation 
Roger made to the February 1990 convention of the Protestant 
Church-Owned Publishers' Association. 
by Roger L. Williams 
the most part, public education). We have had a tendency 
to take for granted that people can read. And for the 
most part, I am confident in saying that in our normal 
church and social circles, the problem of illiteracy is 
significantly smaller than in the general population. 
Why is illiteracy something with which your congrega-
tion should be involved? First, the problem is large and 
growing. Whether you know it or not, it surely involves 
some people in your congregation. Second, the inability 
to read significantly limits one's ability to make a living; 
those who are illiterate are almost always relegated to the 
bottom rungs of the socio-economic ladder. If your con-
gregation has a social consciousness, this is an area where 
people can make a difference. Third, outreach and evan-
gelism to the illiterate is not possible with the printed 
word. To put it frankly, people who cannot read simply 
do not have access to the Bible. Fourth, there are those in 
our congregations who cannot become fully involved, 
especially in study groups that are based on books, 
simply because they avoid being confronted with their 
poor reading ability or illiteracy. Fifth, literacy is tre-
mendously important to one's ability to reach full spirit-
ual and human potential. It is the single key that opens a 
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arrive at the Moore home, they find 
Dan strapping on his guitar to lead 
worship. 
Men too come for haircuts, stay 
to ask questions, return for other 
haircuts, ask more questions, buy 
books and become friends of the 
Moores. The Moores have spent eve-
nings studying and praying with 
couples seeking Christian direction 
and encouragement. Seeing changed 
lives affects the lives of families and 
friends in turn. "Prayer does change 
things,"says Dan exuberantly. "Noth-
ing like a changed life to speak to 
people of God's saving power!" 
How did all this outreach begin? It 
began seven years with this shy 
woman, Marilyn, who had come 
through a childhood of family tur-
moil, but who had established with 
Dan a secure, lovingly connected 
family into which she poured her 
energy and time. It was Dan who 
encouraged her to reach out beyond 
her home to develop new friends and 
interests. Her caring Christian nature 
soon established the salon that she 
had begun as a wonderful place to 
have one's hair done. Pastor John 
Sider of the Houghton Brethren in 
Christ Church, where the Moores 
attend, has been supportive of their 
outreach, and the church has made a 
generous donation towards the books 
made available in that salon. 
Dan estimates that his wife gives 
away a great many books in the 
course of the year to those who come 
to her for prayer, counsel—and hair 
care! When John Whitehead of 
Choice Books, Ontario, spoke at an 
interchurch men's breakfast, Dan 
realized that Choice Books could 
have a significant place in Marilyn's 
outreach. Starting with sale books, 
Marilyn began to include specific 
titles as she found that Donna at the 
Choice Books office could match 
books with particular situations she 
was finding her customers in. Ex-
amples include the wife who prayed 
with Marilyn faithfully for a bellig-
erent husband until he came happily 
to the Lord; the woman whose fam-
ily had rejected her; the girl living in 
an alcoholic home; the mother who 
didn't want her family members 
"going to that hairdresser" who now 
herself has become part of the en-
thusiastic clientele. 
"Don't make me out to be some-
one special," says this shy woman 
whose fresh face and bright eyes 
shine as she talks about the things 
the Lord is doing in their home but 
who blushes easily when pointed 
out. "God can use any of us right 
where we are if we are obedient to do 
what he says in the way he says to do 
it." • 
The author lives in Kitchener, Ont., and is 
involved in the ministry of Choice Books. 
The article is copyrighted by the author. 
myriad of doors in our spiritual and economic walk 
through life. 
As communicators, preachers, lay persons, church 
workers, etc., we need to become more involved in liter-
acy programs, be they secular or church-sponsored. We 
need to work on creating a greater awareness of the 
problem. Illiteracy, unlike many other social and health 
concerns, is a problem that has solutions well within the 
grasp of any concerned congregation or individual. It 
does not take significant training, huge outlays of money, 
or unique technological skills. 
Some specific ideas that will help a congregation get 
involved in literacy programs are: 
a. Encourage volunteer mentoring and tutoring of 
children in your congregation with learning or reading 
problems by allowing use of the building after school. 
Literacy is not just an adult problem. It needs to be 
addressed in young children in order to decrease the 
growth of adult illiterates. 
b. Encourage people in the congregation to work with 
the local library in public-sponsored literacy programs. 
Almost all local libraries will have resource materials and 
be able to provide assistance in developing a literacy 
program. 
c. As a congregation, stress the importance of reading, 
learning, and education to both young and old. The 
reformation made the Bible accessible to all. Don't let 
illiteracy take it away. 
d. Have children and youth read during their Sunday 
school times and encourage them in their efforts. 
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e. Encourage the development of a literacy/action 
group within the congregation that can develop ideas 
that suit your congregation's unique situation and talents. 
f. Look upon literacy volunteerism as a means of 
evangelism as well as community and Christian service. 
Many adult illiterates are thirsting for the ability to read 
the Good News. 
It is a well-known missionary process that when pre-
senting the gospel to an illiterate people, they are first 
taught to read and write as a prerequisite to Bible transla-
tion. To do otherwise is foolish. We have a situation in 
our own culture where we must do the same thing. 
Literacy programs need to become a part of our out-
reach, evangelism, and service. It is imperative that those 
who see our message understand how to read it. That is 
true whether it is the Bible, a tract, a study book, denom-
inational position paper, a denominational magazine, or 
even the Sunday bulletin. 
Should your church be involved in literacy training? 
There is a great historical precedent that says it should. 
From the Protestant Reformation in Europe to isolated 
mission stations throughout the world, the Bible-based 
church has stressed the ability to read as the key to 
understanding the Book of Life. Our congregations need 
to become aware of the gradual return to the Dark Ages 
for many in our country as they have been blinded and 
bound to both a spiritual and sub-standard economic 
poverty by an inability to read. As caring people of God, 
we should be involved. • 
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by Leonard J. Chester 
God comforts us through Christ; 
through Christ, we can comfort oth-
ers in need; they can comfort others 
through Christ. (See 2 Corinthians 
1:3-7) 
In November 1981, my closest 
sibling, Mary, died of "therapeutic 
misadventure," the official term on 
the coroner's report. After coping 
with malignancy for sixteen and a 
half years, she was administered a 
cancer f ight ing d rug five t imes 
stronger than ordered by her special-
ist. This mistreatment "fried her 
brain," and she deteriorated quickly 
into unconsciousness. After being 
supported by machines for several 
days, her husband and I decided 
together to have them turned off, as 
Mary was pronounced "brain dead." 
Dead. Yes, my closest sister in age 
and relationship was gone. Grief. 
Overwhelming emptiness. Exhaus-
tion. Anger. Sadness. 
This tearing initiation into the 
wilderness of grief happened when I 
was in the middle of a course in 
Supervised Pastoral Care. What a 
Leonard J. Chester is pastor of the Sherk-
ston Brethren in Christ Church, Sherkston, 
Ontario. 
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support these peers were in the fol-
lowing weeks! How little I knew of 
grief; my skills at comforting were 
even fewer. And I was a pastor! 
This is some of the background 
for my still-growing concern for the 
well-being of grieving people. In 
1985 I began conducting Grief Re-
covery classes for anyone who had 
suffered major loss (death, divorce, 
relocation, broken engagement, un-
employment) in the previous two 
years. A series of articles by Larry 
Yeagley in Ministry (September and 
November 1983, January 1984) sup-
plied needed guidance for a novice 
leader and recent griever. Church 
and community people have com-
forted and been comforted in these 
series. No "observers" are allowed. 
Films and story-telling make up the 
primary program ingredients. 
What can we do for the grieving? 
1. Listen. Be there. Call them. 
Stop in. Do not say, "Come and see 
us sometime"; or, "I'll be in touch." 
One mourner said, "The 'stop-in' 
people never make a firm invita-
tion." Don't hide behind the excuse, 
"What do I say?" 
2. Pastors: write into your plan-
ning calendar the three-, six-, and 
eleven-month visits you will make to 
the bereaved. Assign your deacons 
to visit. Often the bereaved neglect 
their church, as they think "No one 
cares, anyway." 
3. Promote support groups for 
the grieving in your community. 
Work with others: funeral homes, 
churches, hospitals, public health 
nurses, colleges, etc., are available. 
Start a Grief Recovery series in your 
church. 
4. Accept the person's despair. 
Hold off on easy reassurances, as 
these impair the dignity of grief and 
depreciate the immensity of the loss. 
Don't compare tragedies; tell your 
friend, "Don't let my suffering rob 
you of your own." Church is a place 
to cry as well as worship. 
5. Pull the grieving person back 
to a warmer world: touch the be-
reaved. Some mourners idealize the 
deceased, seeming to live inside the 
happy memories. While it is impor-
tant to maintain the memory bank, 
we must also face the present reali-
ties. Use the past tense; name the 
person who is gone. 
6. Include singles (through death 
or divorce, as well as the never-
married) in your family or group 
activities. Our society still limits 
women regarding the initiation of 
male-female social contact. Evenings, 
week-ends, and nights are the hard-
est. For the first year after a loss, 
every day is an anniversary of some 
memory event. 
7. Help the grieving person dis-
cover comfort through finding new 
meaning in life. Did our life together 
have value? Does my life have value 
without him or her? 
Grieving is a process of getting my 
life back into focus, being able to see 
clearly again the realities around 
me. Comfort will come primarily 
through people, as Paul shows in 2 
Corinthians 1:3-7. Those who have 
been comforted will have their turn 
soon enough to comfort another 
griever. That's how life is—this year, 
my turn; next year, yours. Be a vital 





Perhaps this will surprise you, but 
during my 40 years in India I spent 
much time searching for my true 
identity! 
Was I only "Joanne ki Mai"? 
(Joanne's mother) 
Was I just "Memsahib"? (the wife 
of the Sahib) 
Was I, by virtue of having a white 
face, "Sirkar"? (literally means 
government) 
One time in derision I was ad-
dressed as "chesmawalli," (you 
woman wearing glasses). Note 
that not many women in India 
wear glasses! 
A few friends who had intimately 
known my missionary parents and 
me from birth called me "Leoda 
Baba," an endearing term that means 
"Leoda Baby." I cherished those 
who used it. 
The term to which I answered 
most frequently during my first 
twenty years of missionary life in 
India was simply "Memsahib." Sel-
dom did anyone use my first name, 
except my coworkers and husband. 
Would you consider this strange? 
In India it's normal. A woman is 
addressed in relation to someone or 
something—her husband, children, 
family, caste, geographical location, 
or—as in my case—to the glasses I 
was wearing! 
A lovely young woman, born 
handicapped, answered to the name 
"Boki." "Boki" means "deaf and 
dumb," an accurate description of 
the girl's condition, but it bypassed 
Leoda and her husband Allen live in Eliz-
abethtown, Pa. She has written two books 
about India. Silhouette and The Chief's Son, 
while Allen is author of Out of the Cobra's 
Clutches. 
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by Leoda Buckwalter 
her many beautiful qualities. Per-
haps she had another name but I 
never heard it. 
Langra dragged one foot. He was 
a brave man, striving to earn an 
honest living. "Langra" means "crip-
pled in the feet," again an accurate 
description, but focusing on the man's 
weakness rather than pointing up his 
strengths. 
In a subcontinent known for its 
kaleidoscope of languages, cultures 
and ethnic backgrounds, roots are 
very important. Many names high-
light locations—he's a Delhiwalla, 
she's a Malayalee or a Tamilian. 
They're Assamese, or Nagas, or 
Bombaywa l l a s . Yet they ' re all 
Indians. 
Translated into American thought 
patterns, we would say, Bill's a Kan-
san, Sue's a Floridian, and Mike a 
Californian, regardless of how many 
years they had lived elsewhere. 
The Indian villager, not sure of 
our roots, nevertheless solved his 
problem by neatly pigeonholing us 
with the British. We were "foreign" 
and "Engraze," meaning English. 
During our first 20 years spent in 
village India, we answered mainly to 
"Sahib"and "Memsahib."Our Indian 
neighbors considered us elite and 
part of the ruling class. The subcon-
tinent had known British domina-
tion for 150 years. Britishers had 
white faces; so did we. Naturally, 
then, we must be British! 
Consequently, prior to India's gain-
ing independence in 1947 we were 
often called "Sirkar" (government). 
People bowed in deference when we 
passed. But the Independence move-
ment gained strength and disfavor 
fell on all white faces. In 1942 mobs 
stood in front of the home of our 
American friends and shouted, "Go 
home, dogs! Go home!" 
The British, however, stayed a 
further five years in India and left on 
their own timetable. At that time the 
general public expected all white 
people to leave. When we stayed on, 
ready to work under Indian admin-
istration, only then did our neigh-
bors realize that we had never been 
"Sirkar." 
Allen and I experienced a great 
change when we moved 800 miles 
west to Delhi in mid-1960. In the 
expanding colonies to the south of 
India's capital city we found an 
apartment to our liking. Our unit 
housed other families, all educated, 
all Indian. They had traveled, were 
informed on world affairs and con-
versed with us knowledgeably. We 
found it most refreshing to have 
them call us Mr. and Mrs. Buckwal-
ter. Some even used our first names! 
By this time we had made adjust-
ments to an Indian lifestyle. I replaced 
dresses with saris. We changed ex-
pensive canned goods for the readily 
accessible Indian grains and fresh 
vegetables and fowls found in our 
local markets. Cakes and pies gave 
way to delicious mangoes, peaches 
and a large variety of fresh fruits. 
Our neighbors noticed, and com-
mented favorably. 
One day Shirin's husband, an Air 
Force officer serving in a border 
area, came to visit her in our home. 
His beautiful wife lived with us 
eighteen months, serving on a volun-
teer basis in the House of Joy. Her 
husband, Jeet, expected to find us 
"western" the first time he came. One 
day he noticed plates on the table 
but no cutlery. "Shirin," he scolded, 
"you know Uncle and Auntie always 
use knives and forks." Shirin smiled 
and answered, "Just watch, Jeet." 
We won his heart by eating chapa-
tis (Indian bread) and curries with 
our fingers, as do all Indians. 
"Uncle"and "Auntie" marked our 
inclusion into the warm family sys-
tem. Loyalty lies ingrained within it, 
as is an answerability to one's elders. 
We witnessed this when our office 
manager, Johnny, got married. 







by Ruth Bert 
Imagine a salad bar for 5,000 people. 
That's a lot of croutons and bacon bits! 
The menu of bread and fish that Jesus 
used for a crowd that size had fewer 
items, but the quantity of food must 
have been about the same. And Jesus 
didn't skimp on the meal. He made sure 
everyone had enough to eat; he even had 
leftovers. 
There are numerous stories in the 
Bible of Jesus' preparing or eating food. 
In most or all of them, it is not bread 
alone that is the story; there is vital 
teaching, too—information and exam-
ple to tell and show us how to live. 
Whether eating with sinners or relaxing 
in Mary and Martha's home, Jesus gave 
us the substance of divine lessons from 
something so human and everyday as 
eating. 
We may follow Jesus'example by eat-
ing with our neighbors with whom we 
want to share Jesus' love. That is what 
happens at the Grantham Church when 
it is time for the monthly Salad Supper. 
On Monday evening six ladies of the 
Grantham congregation arrive at Fel-
lowship Hall carrying boxes and bags. 
They chat as they quickly begin spread-
ing tablecloths and setting out plates 
and silverware, checking salt and pepper 
Ruth Bert is a member of the Grantham 
congregation. 
shakers, and filling sugar bowls. Cen-
terpieces soon adorn the tables, and the 
fireplace mantel is decorated. If it is win-
ter, a fire is set in the fireplace. Punch 
bowl, nametags, coffee, and other items 
are prepared and double-checked. There! 
All is ready for approximately 100 
women to sit down to a meal and a 
program. The committee members head 
home with a sense of satisfaction and 
anticipation, for they know that on 
Tuesday evenings here, God has been at 
work in the lives of women. 
Tuesday comes—Salad Supper night. 
At 6:45 ladies from the congregation 
and their guests from the community are 
welcomed by greeters as they enter the 
fellowship hall. Just inside the door, 
they pick up nametags at the same table 
where punch is served. Ladies chat and 
meet newcomers, and soon choose 
places at the tables with old friends or 
new acquaintances. 
Salads are served buffet style, and a 
basket of homemade breads is on each 
table. Chatter and laughter are a part of 
mealtime, and community outreach takes 
place in the relationships begun and in 
the insights into one another's lives as 
women communicate with others and 
share themselves with neighbors. 
In keeping with the overall theme of 
cameos for the salad suppers, items for 
the Cameo Collection are given from the 
microphone at several times during the 
meal. A cameo may be a household hint, 
a Scripture verse, a quotation, or another 
noteworthy tidbit. A method for cook-
ing a moist whole chicken, author Paul 
Tournier's charge to women, and a way 
to dry Queen Anne's Lace have been 
some of the collected cameos. 
When the meal is finished, dishes are 
cleared from the tables and chairs pushed 
back for comfort. Special music inspires 
meditation and sets the mind's stage for 
the speaker of the evening. Personal 
experience in living for Jesus Christ is 
the theme, and pensive expressions and 
attentive postures attest to the meaning-
fulness of the message. 
The program is closed with prayer, 
and the women chat a little longer, col-
lect their salad dishes, and return home— 
some with friends, others with new 
courage. Just as Jesus offered more than 
bread and fish, the women here take 
home more than food for the body. 
The Grantham Salad Supper was 
begun in September 1988, brainchild of 
Lois DeRoos, who had experienced a 
similar activity in her former church in 
Denver, Colorado. When the Grantham 
Church wanted a way to reach out to 
community people and to provide fel-
lowship for women of the church, Lois 
was asked to begin such a ministry. She 
chose five ladies to work with her on the 
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This matter of name 
The women mingle and sip punch before 
supper is served. 
Salad Supper Committee, which first 
met in the summer of 1988. By Sep-
tember the new ministry was underway. 
The Salad Supper is held the third 
Tuesday of each month, September 
through May. Announcements are made 
on fliers in church mailboxes and in the 
Sunday bulletin. An R.S.V.P. slip is 
provided on the handout, which is 
dropped into a box in the narthex, to 
give the committee an idea of how many 
will attend. The women also indicate the 
number of guests they plan to bring. 
An evening starting time of 6:45 p.m. 
gives mothers time to feed their families 
at home and then come and relax with 
other women, and still return home at a 
reasonable hour. 
Grantham women are asked to bring 
salads to share, but guests may simply 
come and enjoy the evening. Some 
guests, wanting to make their own con-
tributions, have begun bringing salads 
after attending the first time. The spread 
of attractive and appetizing salads would 
impress the most ardent attenders of 
Lake Wobegone church suppers. In-
triguing combinations of vegetables, 
fruits, and meats—all in salad form— 
provide a satisfying meal and plenty of 
conversation starters. One winter month, 
instead of having the women bring sal-
ads, the committee prepared soup and 
served it with breads. 
Music for the supper evenings has 
been provided for the most part by peo-
ple of the congregation. Speakers, too, 
have been primarily local people. Per-
sonal testimony has impacted the women 
as speakers have told of the reality of 
God's working in their lives. Speakers 
have included some from Grantham 
congregation, and a special bonding has 
come from sharing intimately our own 
members'journeys with Jesus. 
The Salad Supper provides a point of 
entry into the church for community 
people. Women can invite guests to 
come and enjoy an evening of fellowship 
with other women in a comfortable set-
ting. There is no charge, and they need 
not bring anything. Grantham women 
also have opportunity to fellowship with 
one another. 
The impact of the ministry in the lives 
of women in the church is evident in 
their comments: "It gives me a chance to 
meet people in the church that I wouldn't 
ordinarily meet." "This is the kind of 
fellowship we need.""I like bringing my 
friends from outside the church." "This 
is something we've needed for a long 
time." 
The community outreach of the min-
istry is reflected in figures, showing that 
45 percent of those attending in the 
1988-89 season were women outside 
Grantham Church. The goals of fellow-
ship and outreach are being met in an 
atmosphere and spirit of warmth and 
genuine caring. God is at work in 
human lives. • 
Elaine Baylis (left) and Lois DeRoos 
begin supper preparation in the church 
kitchen. 
continued from page 9 
His parents arranged the marriage. 
Twice Johnny went to Kerala, his 
home state, to interview the girl of 
their choice. He rejected the first, 
accepted the second. They arranged 
his wedding, also, with Grandma , 
the eldest in the family, having the 
final say! 
Strange? Not at all when you real-
ize that India gives its leadership 
roles to elders, as well as to youth. 
The mingling of wisdom with dreams 
has compounded a strength that 
makes India resilient, despite the 
4000-year- long struggle fo r mere 
survival. 
Johnny , a Malayalee, bears the 
name V. S. Ninan. " J o h n n y " is a 
nickname given him by a westerner, 
not by his parents. The first initial he 
bears relates to the family f r o m 
which he comes; the second marks 
his father. So he is part of his herit-
age. Were we to live in Kerala, the 
name on our gate should read B. S. 
Allen, not Allen Samuel Buckwalter. 
Consider this, and it makes sense. 
My husband would be called Mr. 
Allen, or just Allen, for that 's who he 
is. I would be Leoda Allen, not 
Leoda Buckwalter. I'm Allen's wife, 
not the wife of the entire Buckwalter 
clan! 
Simple, isn't it? 
Now we're grappling with another 
nomenclature, this one received in 
attaining to that magical age of 
sixty-five! W h o are "senior citizens," 
we asked? Prior to returning to the 
States we diligently studied brochures 
and magazine articles! And, f rankly, 
we're still working on this one. 
But one thing I know. At last I 'm 
out f rom under anyone else's um-
brella, for now I 'm simply Leoda. 
H o w refreshing! Personal wor th 
stands out when you're under your 
own name. Yet perhaps we Ameri-
cans have lost something by follow-
ing our euphoria of freedoms. What 
has happened to the family unit? 
Have we yielded security for the 
privilege of doing our own thing? I 




Process and implementation 
by Dale W. Engle 
We live in a world that is changing 
constantly. In the last 40 years we have 
seen staggering changes take place. "In 
1950,44 percent of Americans lived out-
side metropolitan areas, but by 1987, 
that number had shrunk to 23 percent. 
. . . For every dollar budgeted in 1970, 
the amount you must budget in 1989, 
simply to stay even with inflation: $3.23" 
{Leadership, Winter 1990). When we 
add to these facts the tremendous infla-
tion of available knowledge, we begin to 
understand the need to change our 
structures if we hope to be effective for 
God's glory. 
If we as individuals hope to live pro-
ductive and effective lives in the next 40 
years, we must learn how to change. 
They tell us that the average American 
will change jobs three or four times in 
their working lifetime. How quickly and 
smoothly we are able to make these 
transitions will determine our success 
and the level of stress we must endure in 
the process of change. 
Our church leaders have set in motion 
a process moving us toward some changes 
in the administrative structure of the 
denomination. These changes will have 
some degree of impact in all of our lives. 
The desire of our leaders is to have these 
changes move us toward more effective 
ministry. 
The more recently proposed changes 
of Vision Planning are really an exten-
sion of Renewal 2000 which adopted 
some new structures in 1984. Those 
changes have had an effective impact in 
the life of the church. It is believed that 
we can be even more effective as we 
might adopt further changes. This pro-
cess of change began as a number of 
denominational leaders began facing 
the issues and asking some hard ques-
tions. The process was begun at the top; 
our leaders are leading. The bishops and 
executive directors of church agencies 
asked the hard questions and began 
searching for answers. Ideas began to 
formulate around the theme "Targeting 
Leadership for Kingdom Building."The 
Council on Ministry and Mission and 
the Board of Administration discovered 
some possibilities that they felt could 
lead us forward. 
From here the thinking and planning 
process needed to have a broader base. 
In September of 1989 all the members of 
denominational boards were invited to 
participate in several days of planning at 
Kenbrook. The Kenbrook consultation 
was a time of asking questions, listening, 
and suggesting possible alternatives. This 
process involved a large number of peo-
ple who would be most directly affected 
by changes that would be made. 
The next step in the process was to 
take all this creative thinking to the grass 
roots. Bishops planned conference-wide 
forums to which pastors and lay persons 
were invited. These were times when 
many questions were asked and ideas 
shared. All of these ideas became a 
source of information for those who 
were in the process of refining the 
changes. 
As each of these personal contact 
stages were happening we also were 
reading about Vision Planning in the 
Visitor. Throughout the process those in 
leadership have encouraged and wel-
comed interaction. Our leaders are 
working hard at a process that involves 
as many people as possible at the grass 
roots, and incorporating the ideas that 
will help us reach our goals of ministry. 
The next step in the process that 
moves us toward implementing these 
changes comes at General Conference. 
For the Brethren in Christ it is the Gen-
eral Conference that makes structure 
and policy changes. The Brethren in 
Christ are concerned about the involve-
ment of the whole Body. 
The question that each of us asks is: 
Will these changes help us to be more 
effective in ministry? In reality that 
question can only be answered after a 
time of living with the changes. 
We help assure ourselves of success 
through a well-conceived process. The 
process does not end with a decision by 
the General Conference of yes or no. If 
yes, then we implement the plan which 
must include a process of continuing 
evaluation and refinement. There are 
very few plans that are perfect in their 
theoretical conception. Once the plan is 
implemented it must be evaluated and 
adjustments made where it is weak. 
Successful decision and implementa-
tion depends on our attitude. Fear of 
possible failure will cement us to our 
present forms. We would most likely 
experience a continuing conservative 
pattern of growth that would eventually 
begin to fade. 
However, if we are willing to risk ven-
turing into new structures and forms we 
will experience several dynamics: (1) We 
stretch our faith beyond ourselves as 
individuals expressing trust in our church 
leaders and faith in a God of miracles; 
(2) we release ourselves as persons to 
creative change in a changing world; 
(3) we communicate to our world that 
we are going to do whatever it takes to 
effectively reach it with the gospel. 
Let's be a people who care deeply, 
pray long, work hard and trust God for 
miracles. • 
Date Engle pastors the Ashland (Ohio) 
Brethren in Christ Church, and wrote this 
article at the invitation of the Board of 
Administration Executive Committee. 
Two Core Courses 
offered by the Board for Ministry & Doctrine 
in the Summer of 1990 
T h e T h e o l o g y of the Church—Dr. Martin H. Schrag 
May 28 - June 2 Asbury Theological Seminary (KY) 
(Lodging & Meals Package: $165.00) 
Brethren in Christ History—Dr. E. Morris Sider 
June 25 - 29 Messiah College (PA) 
(Lodging & Meals Package: $120.00) 
Limited space available 
Both courses are available either for seminary/ordination credit ($100.00) 
or for only ordination credit ($40.00). An enrollment packet is available by 
calling the BMD Office: (316) 721-4727. 
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W H E R E THE 
HEART IS 
For a moment, I could not re-
member where I was. The morning 
sun was so bright it woke me. The 
sun's brightness was unusual for this 
time of year in northern California. 
It reminded me of the hot African 
dawns. 
I looked around at my bedroom. 
The sunshine warmed the kitten 
curled up at my feet. It illuminated 
the comforter, the carpet, the built-
in shelves, and the television set. As 1 
gazed at the light, I pictured our 
African bedroom. 
There were so many contrasts be-
tween the two rooms: the colorfully 
flowered comforter and dull woolen 
blanket; the soft pile carpet and hard 
mud floor; the smooth white ceiling 
and woven grass mats. I offered a 
silent prayer of thanksgiving for the 
blessings of both bedrooms, both 
houses. Now after two years back in 
the U.S., I could be thankful for 
seventeen years in Africa and still 
appreciate American ways of life. 
But it wasn't always so. 
My husband and I went to Africa 
at a young age, early in our mar-
riage, after he was ordained. Before 
leaving we were given a short course 
to prepare us for life in a new culture. 
I have since realized there is no way 
to be fully prepared for such a dras-
tic change—still, we were warned. 
Seventeen years later, when we 
left Africa, no one warned us that 
America would seem foreign. No 
one said we would again go through 
the heartache of leaving a beloved 
world and adjusting to a strange 
one. After all, we were going "home." 
We expected to feel comfortable and 
familiar with our native customs. 
We were surprised. 
Reprinted by permission from SPICE, a 
monthly newsletter published in Adrian, MI. 
The author lives in Carmel, Calif., and is 
working on her master's degree in counseling. 
by Mondi Mallory 
When we first arrived back in the 
United States, I was confused by the 
culture, overwhelmed by the afflu-
ence, and homesick for our African 
friends and their lifestyle. I would 
stand in the grocery store, look at the 
rows of brightly colored cereal boxes, 
and think of the African shop whose 
total shelf space was smaller than 
this one section. How simple it had 
been to say, "I'd like cereal, please." 
No need to deliberate over which 
brand cost less, which was sweet-
ened, which had the highest fiber 
content, or even whether it tasted 
good. Either there was cereal or 
there wasn't. 
A missionary wife who had recent-
ly returned f rom Central America 
told me of similar experiences at the 
supermarket. In an effort to regain 
her composure she would go out-
side, sit on a bench, and say to her-
self, "Holly, you are a grown woman. 
There is no reason why you cannot 
make a choice between seven brands 
of soap." 
My first trip to a department store 
was almost a nightmare. The abun-
dance was overpowering. Endless 
racks of clothes, fancy table linens, 
bath towels, and giftware were like a 
dense jungle of "things" stacked and 
hung everywhere—vines of material-
ism hanging down to trap the unwary. 
I felt as though they were alive . . . 
wanting to suffocate me . . . lur-
ing me into a lifetime of needing 
them. 
Our children, too, born and raised 
to their teenage years in Africa, 
found the adjustment difficult. They 
could not understand the attitude of 
Americans. One day my daughter 
said, "What's the matter with them? 
They keep asking if we're happy to 
be home. Can't they see that we're 
not happy and we're not home?" 
During that time a missionary 
friend visited us. As I expressed my 
tumbled emotions, she spoke a sim-
ple truth. "Mondi," she said, "we 
have lived with people who were 
poor and didn't know it. We can 
never be the same." I thought about 
that long after she left. 
Yes, we have lived with people 
who are really poor—people who 
have one change of clothes; who live 
in huts and sweep the sand or "plas-
ter" the floor with cow dung; people 
who may walk miles to the nearest 
water supply, carrying the water 
back in pots on their heads; people 
who eat the same starch and vegeta-
ble twice a day, day in and day out. 
But they do not know they are poor 
because they have never experienced 
anything else. 
Moreover, in other ways they are 
rich. I think of their generosity. The 
water they have carried so far is 
gladly shared with a passing visitor. 
Or they will give a whole day to a 
sick friend or a widow, walking 
miles to sit with her. 
They are also rich in their aware-
ness of God's Holy Spirit, realizing 
that he permeates all aspects of life. 
Although I was the "missionary," I 
was often shamed by a barefoot old 
lady quietly pointing out the pres-
ence of God in a seemingly hopeless 
situation. 
It's true, I thought. We have lived 
with people who are poor and don't 
know it, and we can never be the 
same. But I was still confused. 
As the months went by, we ad-
justed. Slowly we grew accustomed 
to the comfort and affluence. I could 
walk across the carpeted floor and 
no longer feel as though I were step-
ping on a bed. I could scan the boxes 
of cereal and routinely make a choice. 
In Africa I had to learn to look 
beyond cultural differences and see 
into the people. When I was able to 
do that, I began to appreciate the 
diversity of God's creation. Now I 
needed to see beyond "things" into 
God's American children, and as I 
did so I discovered they were not so 
different f rom my African friends. 
Some were kind and generous, some 
were not. Some were loving and 
charitable, others were self-centered. 
continued on page 14 
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od at work in our world 
Persisting door to door 
Bryan Sollenberger—Kensal Rise, 
London 
Our work thus far has consisted mostly 
of going door to door. It is not some-
thing I was terribly fond of. But doing it 
four or five days a week helps one come 
to tolerate it—and even, on occasion, 
enjoy it! Admittedly it is not the most 
successful way of evangelizing, but it 
seems a necessary part of making a con-
tact with most households in the area. 
As we get to know people in the neigh-
borhood and start building relationships, 
we are able to meet people in less artifi-
cial settings. And as people become 
Christians, they will talk to their families 
and friends, people we might never 
meet. 
A good example of this is Isobel 
Batchelor and her daughter Tracey. We 
first met Tracey "on the doors" late on a 
Friday afternoon in the summer of 1988. 
Already affiliated with the Mormon 
faith, she wasn't very interested initially. 
But after talking with us for awhile, she 
invited us to come back to meet her 
mum, who was away on holiday just 
then. 
After our next visit, Isobel and Tracey 
agreed that we should come one after-
noon a week. Though Isobel said she 
would never leave the Mormon faith, 
after a number of weekly studies together, 
both accepted Christ. Since then, Iso-
Where the heart is . . . 
continued from page 13 
So why was I still having difficulty 
seeing beyond the affluence? In the 
end, God settled my confusion. 
One night while I was praying and 
thinking, the Lord gave me an insight 
into the meaning of real and lasting 
treasure. It was the final contrast. As 
I reflected on the now familiar words, 
"We have lived with people who are 
poor and don't know it," the thought 
was completed for me: "And now we 
are living with people who are rich 
and don't know it." • 
14 
bel's other daughter, Alison, has begun 
to show interest—at first she would 
leave the room if she happened to be 
visiting her mum when we came. We 
also met and became friends with Alex 
and Marcia Clarke, whom (although we 
knocked on their door also) we origi-
nally met at Isobel's house. 
[editor's note—A recent letter from 
Bryan indicates that contacts with the 
Batchelor family have become more 
sporadic: "It seems to be the pattern in 
some cases. We meet someone, establish 
a relationship, see a commitment made. 
But then there is a loss of interest and 
sometimes actual disappearance. Evan-
gelism is one thing; discipling is quite 
another."] 
And in the open air 
Curt Byers—Brent, London 
In November the Brentwater Church 
held the first of what will be monthly 
open-air evangelistic events in our local 
shopping center. In two half-hour sets 
we used humorous skits, singing ac-
companied by guitars, a testimony and 
an evangelistic talk. For the first time I 
tried a technique of painting simple 
words and pictures on a large, newsprint-
covered board while I gave the message. 
This technique (which someone taught 
me) requires little artistic ability, but the 
approach generates much more curios-
ity than does simply talking to the 
crowd. The bottom line in open air work 
is to get a crowd to assemble and listen. 
And in this the morning was quite suc-
cessful. Among those who stopped and 
listened were one of Marti's clients and a 
good friend of mine who is an atheist. 
Another listener responded by coming 
to our next Entrypoint (evangelism 
group) meeting. 
As a church we are committed to an 
ever-deepening experience of corporate 
prayer. For this reason we have begun 
monthly half-nights of prayer. This is in 
addition to a weekly early morning 
prayer meeting. I used to wonder how 
one could pray for three or four hours at 
a time. A very gifted church member 
from New Zealand creatively breaks 
down the time into segments of 20 or 30 
minutes during which we pray for things 
in different ways. The time goes quickly. 
We believe this concentrated prayer is 
one reason we have seen some exciting 
breakthroughs. Recently a team from 
the church began to pray regularly for a 
young woman with a leg injury which 
had prevented her from working full 
time for six years. She also suffered 
from severe migraines. After two weeks 
of special prayer the headaches were 
almost completely gone, and she was 
able to jump and run. She now has a 
full-time job, and she has gone rock 
climbing. Prayer works. 
Vitality through prayer 
Norm Kase—Kensal Rise, London 
Our mission is to make a difference in 
the prevailing spiritual climate by shar-
ing with people news of Christ's atone-
ment, personal salvation, and the Holy 
Spirit's ministry of empowering Chris-
tians to live a holy life. So we continue to 
knock on doors, identifying ourselves, 
explaining our goals, and inviting peo-
ple to trust Christ as their Savior and 
submit to his holy lordship. 
To make any inroads requires that we 
approach as many as 50 doors in a day, 
knowing that every so often there is 
someone who will respond to the claims 
of Christ and be willing to take the steps 
toward assurance and discipleship. Hu-
man as we are, we find it difficult when 
those who show strong interest some-
times fade away despite our ongoing 
interest and offers of opportunities for 
growth and fellowship. 
Marlene Blore, hostess for our weekly 
house fellowship group, is in Egypt for 
January and February. So the Bible 
study site has shifted to my side of town, 
and our visitation efforts will also take 
place solely in my neighborhood. Our 
hope is that our concentrated effort will 
add significant numbers to the group, 
which can divide into two house fellow-
ships when Marlene returns. Until we 
have two strong study groups in place, 
we cannot begin a Sunday worship ser-
vice. But with many friends supporting 
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us in prayer, well have the vitality to do 
the job! 
Our time—God's time 
More from Curt Byers 
This is an exciting time to be working 
in Europe. You can't pick up a news-
paper without reading about the amaz-
ing changes in the political landscape of 
eastern Europe. 
However, many Americans may be 
unaware of the significant implications 
for western Europe. In 1992, the mem-
bers of the European Economic Com-
munity will effectively drop their inter-
nal borders with each other, permitting 
a virtually unrestricted flow of goods 
and labor. There is serious discussion 
about a common currency and a central 
bank. 
Reading the newspapers in Africa 
every day can be depressing. In the two 
weeks I have been back in Nairobi, the 
headlines have announced that 2,000 
died in a political uprising in the Sudan 
and about 300 in a similar skirmish in 
Ethiopia. This morning (Jan. 23) the 
paper reported that right wing rebels in 
Mozambique claimed to have killed 39 
government soldiers. Reports like these 
are what the West hears about Africa, if 
it hears anything at all. Yet, being back 
in Nairobi, Kenya, gives me a com-
pletely different feeling about Africa. 
There is optimism in Nairobi and par-
ticularly at Daystar University College. 
The chronic problems of Kenya re-
main. Population growth is overwhelm-
ing; there still seem to be people every-
where. Thieves threaten the unsuspect-
ing; on my first day in the country 
someone tried to steal my camera on the 
bus. Highway deaths continue at the 
rate of three persons per day in a coun-
try the size of Texas. 
Yet, there are also many signs of 
development. Westerners often talk 
about how things have deteriorated in 
Africa since independence. That cer-
tainly does not appear to be the case in 
Kenya. Three new buildings are appear-
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The western European governments 
are aware that the events in eastern 
Europe create a whole new world. The 
entire defense strategy has to be re-
thought. Trade relationships will be re-
aligned now that Hungary, Poland, East 
Germany and even Czechoslovakia will 
be facing westward as well as east. And 
what on earth will we do with a reunited 
Germany? 
All of these events conspire to make 
this one of the most strategic times to be 
at work in London. Opportunities now 
exist for evangelism in eastern Europe 
that no one would have thought possible 
five years ago. The British Brethren in 
Christ, few as they may be at the 
moment, know that they must not just 
be concerned to plant churches here in 
London and in other British cities. They 
must view as their most natural focus for 
ing on the Nairobi skyline. Political sta-
bility continues in a country that has 
been ruled by only two presidents since 
independence. In short, there is a feeling 
of restrained optimism. 
At Daystar University College in Nai-
robi the optimism is less restrained. In 
the year and a half since I left, Daystar 
has grown from 150 to 350 students. 
Due to lack of space on the one and a 
half acre campus, classrooms are liter-
ally being built on top of other class-
rooms. The campus is growing upward 
because it cannot expand horizontally. 
The government of Kenya has formally 
recognized and accepted Daystar's ex-
istence; formal accreditation by the 
Kenyan government is the next hurdle. 
Messiah's connection remains intact; 
George Kimber filled a need in the Bible 
department last year, and Ed Kuhlman 
is here now to implement the education 
major, which 1 was sent to initiate two 
years ago. It is indeed fulfilling to see 
something that I worked to begin func-
tioning so well under capable leadership. 
The spiritual climate at Daystar re-
mains strong. In chapel on Mondays 
and Fridays, the Spirit is clearly evident. 
The Daystar Evangelistic Team con-
tinues to function at a high level. More-
mission activity the continent of Europe, 
and the establishment of Brethren in 
Christ churches in every European 
country, both western and eastern. 
When you pray for us, don't just pray 
that our new Christians will remain 
faithful. Pray that God will be raising up 
modern-day missionary heroes the likes 
of William Carey and James Hudson 
Taylor, men and women who will have 
as their burning passion the evangeliza-
tion of Europe. Every time I talk about 
Jesus to someone new, I am conscious 
of the fact that this might be just such a 
man or woman. Pray that the reaching 
in this generation of every ethnic group 
in Europe—eastern and western—will 
be the vision of those whom God calls to 
be Brethren in Christ in England. • 
over, I was surprised to hear that 70 
Daystar students are pastoring churches 
while they are studying here. The spirit-
ual climate at Daystar and in Africa in 
general leads me to believe that soon 
there will be missionaries to the United 
States from Daystar and similar insti-
tutions. 
Nevertheless, there are needs at Day-
star. The major need is for a new cam-
pus. The Kenyan government has made 
it clear that the present campus facility is 
inadequate. There is commitment to 
raise one fourth of the money for the 
new facility in Africa. Yet, money must 
come from elsewhere if the new campus 
is to be built. Messiah's Trustees and 
faculty have made a sizeable contribu-
tion at a time when Messiah is also in a 
major fund drive. 
Speaking in Chapel on Monday of 
this week, the Principal, Stephen Talit-
wala, said that he expected that God 
would work a miracle for Daystar. That 
kind of thinking characterizes Daystar. 
There is optimism here and expectation 
that God will continue to do great 
things. Until the miracle happens, Day-
star will continue to train persons to 
serve as Christian leaders on the conti-
nent of Africa. • 
Daystar University College is Messiah 
College Africa, located in Nairobi, Kenya. 
John Yeatts accompanied a group of six 
Messiah College students who will be study-
ing at Daystar this semester to provide a 
two-week orientation for them. 
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Daystar revisited 
by John R. Yeatts 
A Christian Peacemakers Team consultation 
The Innu crisis 
and the call of Christ 
I stood shivering in 10-degree weather, 
torn between my desire for the relative 
warmth of the bus and my commitment 
to the cause for which I was outside in 
the first place. Around me were about 75 
others who had also braved the cold to 
demonstrate their solidarity with the 
native Innu people of Labrador and 
Quebec by conducting prayer vigils out-
side the Canadian Department of Na-
tional Defence and the Department of 
Indian Affairs and Northern Develop-
ment in Canada's capital city, Ottawa. 
What was I, an American, doing in 
such a place? The prayer vigils were part 
of a weekend consultation, "The Innu 
Crisis and the Call of Christ," held Feb-
ruary 23-25, 1990, at the Ottawa Men-
nonite Church. The consultation was a 
project of the bi-national Christian Peace-
maker Teams and was endorsed by 
MCC Ontario and others in Canada. I 
represent the Brethren in Christ Church 
on the CPT Steering Committee. 
And just what is "the Innu crisis"? 
This was something about which I knew 
very little before I attended this consul-
tation. For the last ten years, NATO 
nations—mostly Great Britain, West 
Germany, the Netherlands, and the Unit-
ed States—have, with the blessing of the 
Canadian government, been conducting 
low-level military test flights over areas 
of Labrador and Quebec where about 
10,000 members of the Innu tribe of 
Native Americans live. Now Canada 
has invited NATO to construct a Tacti-
cal Fighter and Weapons Training Cen-
tre in Goose Bay, Labrador. The Innu 
people see and experience these devel-
opments as threatening to their way of 
life. They have embarked on a campaign 
to protect themselves and the land they 
believe is theirs from destruction. 
Three representatives of the Innu 
people attended the consultation to tell 
their story. Daniel Ashini, an Innu chief, 
served as spokesperson and interpreter 
Harriet Bicksler, Harrisburg, PA, is the 
Education Directorfor the Boardfor Broth-
erhood Concerns. 
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for Elizabeth Penashue, a grandmother 
who has been jailed and tried for occu-
pying the runway in Goose Bay, and her 
husband Francis. Wearing a T-shirt 
bearing the message, "Stop Bombing 
Our Children's Heritage," Elizabeth de-
scribed the effects of low-level test flights. 
The F-16 fighter-bombers fly about 
9,000 training missions a year (up from 
860 in 1980) at speeds up to 800 kilome-
ters an hour as low as 30 meters above 
ground. The noise produced by these 
aircraft is significantly above the pain 
threshold for humans and has caused 
permanent ear damage and hearing loss 
as well as other symptoms related to 
stress, such as headaches, high blood 
pressure, ulcers, and depression. Chil-
dren are especially vulnerable to insom-
nia, nightmares, fear and anxiety. In 
addition, the noise frightens the animals 
on which the Innu depend for their sur-
vival, and fuel and gas emissions pollute 
the environment and enter the food 
chain. If a NATO base is built in Goose 
Bay, the Innu fear that the influx of tens 
of thousands of military personnel will 
further disrupt their lifestyle, increasing 
the incidence of alcoholism, suicide, un-
wanted pregnancy, venereal disease and 
sexual abuse of Indian women. 
To protest this use of what they con-
sider their land (having never ceded it to 
the Canadian government), the Innu 
have in the last two years attempted to 
stop the flights by conducting eleven 
occupations of the runway at Goose 
Bay. What white people call "nonviolent 
direct action," the Innu call "protecting 
our land." When they have been arrested 
and tried, they have argued that the 
courts have no jurisdiction over them 
and that what they did was not illegal 
because they sincerely believe that they 
are protecting land that is their own. 
In Canada and elsewhere, many peo-
ple have taken up the cause of the Innu. 
A member of the European Mennonite 
Peace Committee from the Netherlands 
attending the consultation commented 
that the reason these NATO test flights 
are being conducted over Labrador and 
Quebec is because the European people 
will no longer tolerate them. He came to 
express the support of many in the 
European Mennonite community for 
the plight of the Innu and other native 
people in North America whose way of 
life is threatened by militarism. Others 
who have been working on behalf of the 
Innu include various Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee offices—Native Concerns, 
MCC Labrador, and MCC Canada's 
Peace and Social Concerns. 
A project of Christian Peacemaker 
Teams, this consultation helped to drama-
tize the importance of active peacemak-
ing on behalf of oppressed and power-
less people. The concept of Christian 
Peacemaker Teams (CPT) was first intro-
duced by Ronald J. Sider in 1984 at the 
Mennonite World Conference when he 
called Mennonites and Brethren in Christ 
to "a renewed costly commitment to 
sharing our Anabaptist peace witness in 
the world." Ron originally proposed a 
nonviolent international peacekeeping 
force which help to diffuse tension in 
various trouble spots in the world. Since 
then, the proposal has been discussed 
thoroughly and has undergone modifi-
cation. Don Shafer, Brethren in Christ 
General Secretary, chaired an ad hoc 
committee which facilitated a year-long 
process of dialogue in local congrega-
tions. In 1986, the Council of Modera-
tors and Secretaries of the Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ Churches spon-
sored a gathering to discuss the proposal 
and to decide if and how it should be 
implemented. 
Out of that gathering in Techny, Illi-
nois, came a call for the establishment of 
Christian Peacemaker Teams "as an 
important new dimension for our ongo-
ing peace and justice ministries." What 
has become known as the "Techny Call" 
included this message: 
We ask our conference and congrega-
tions to envision Christian Peacemaker 
Teams as a witness to Jesus Christ by 
identifying with suffering people, reduc-
ing violence, mediating conflicts and 
fostering justice through the peaceful, 
caring, direct challenge of evil. This may 
include biblical study and reflection, 
documenting and reporting on injustice 
and violation of human rights, nonvio-
lent direct action, education, mediation 
and advocacy. To be authentic, such 
peacemaking should be rooted in and 
supported by congregations and church-
wide agencies. We will begin in North 
America but will be open to invitations 
to support initiatives in other places. 
It is understood that in a growing 
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emphasis on peacemaking the Christian 
Peacemaker Teams vision is only one 
means of providing an opportunity for 
God's people to express a faithful wit-
ness to Jesus Christ, the Prince of Peace. 
Following the Techny gathering, a 
steering committee was formed to coor-
dinate peacemaking initiatives and in-
cludes representatives from the four 
denominations which sponsor and help 
to fund Christian Peacemaker Teams: 
the Mennonite Church, the General 
Conference Mennonite Church, the 
Church of the Brethren, and the Brethren 
in Christ Church. A half-time staff per-
son serves the committee from an office 
in Chicago, Illinois. The Brethren in 
Christ Church relates to the CPT Steer-
ing Committee through the Board for 
Brotherhood Concerns. 
When I became the Brethren in Christ 
representative to CPT as part of my 
assignment with the Board for Brother-
hood Concerns, I didn't know what to 
expect. Since I first heard of the original 
proposal made at the 1984 Mennonite 
World Conference, I've followed its 
development with support and interest. 
But, knowing that CPT's particular 
brand of peacemaking diverges a bit 
from traditional Brethren in Christ 
practice, I wasn't sure whether I would 
find enough common ground to justify 
our position as one of the denomina-
tional sponsors of CPT. I may have 
found that common ground in Ottawa 
at the Innu consultation. 
After listening to the Innu representa-
tives tell their stories, consultation par-
ticipants brainstormed some possible 
responses: write letters to the govern-
ments involved (especially the United 
States and Canada), share information 
about what is happening with the pub-
lic, request that public affairs broadcasts 
feature segments on the effects of low-
level military test flights, ask the Innu 
themselves what kind of help they need, 
send a CPT team to Goose Bay to stand 
with them and between them and the 
military establishment. The public prayer 
vigils that were held (in extreme cold!) at 
the two Canadian government depart-
ments expressed our solidarity with the 
Innu in their struggle for survival. 
Expressing solidarity is one thing I 
think that Brethren in Christ people will 
want to do. The Innu people are suffer-
ing an oppression which threatens their 
land and their way of life. We have 
always felt compassion toward people in 
need and have followed the model of 
Christ in responding to people at their 
point of need. Because the need of the 
Innu people is the result of the military 
actions of our own governments ought 
not to make a difference in our desire to 
stand with suffering people in their time 
of distress. We can, 1 believe, join with 
others who are expressing their com-
mitment to the call of Christ to be 
peacemakers by speaking out on behalf 
of the Innu people of Labrador and 
Quebec. 
A postscript: Perhaps this article 
about Christian Peacemaker Teams in 
general and specifically about the effects 
of low-level test flights over Labrador 
and Quebec has raised some questions 
which can't be answered here. If you'd 
like more information, please contact 
the Board for Brotherhood Concerns, 
P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA 17552; 




In results that surprised most observers 
the U.S.-backed UNO coalition won 55 
percent of the popular vote in the Feb-
ruary 25 Nicaraguan elections; the rul-
ing Sandinista Party won only 40 per-
cent of the vote. 
"People here are flabbergasted, somber 
and wistful," according to Jim Hersh-
berger, a Mennonite Central Committee 
(MCC) worker in Nicaragua. 
"I have not talked to anybody, even 
UNO supporters, who thought UNO 
would win," said Hershberger during a 
February 28 phone interview from his 
home in Managua. UNO members are 
"pleasantly surprised," he said, "and are 
scrambling to decide what to do with 
this 'free lunch.' " 
Following the upset President Daniel 
Ortega visited President Elect Violeta 
Barrios de Chamorro to congratulate 
her and pledge to insure a peaceful 
transfer of power, scheduled for April 
25. 
Voting was orderly and calm, accord-
ing to Hershberger, who was an interna-
tional religious observer of the election. 
Mark Chupp, MCC Costa Rica, and 
Moses Beachey, MCC Nicaragua, also 
were election observers. The three visited 
nine polling places during election day 
and watched votes being counted later 
in the evening. 
The common theme among people 
standing in the long voting lines was, 
"we do not want any more war," Hersh-
berger said. "I have not heard anybody 
talk about a vote for freedom and 
democracy," he says. "This was a vote 
against war." 
The war has changed Nicaraguans' 
hopes, says Hershberger. "Ten years ago 
they dreamed of improved medical and 
educational systems and a more equita-
ble society. Now they simply want to 
survive." 
More than 30,000 people have died 
since the war began about 10 years ago, 
says Hershberger. 60,000 have been 
wounded and 6,000 permanently dis-
abled. Damage to the economy, caused 
in part by a U.S. trade embargo, has also 
been devastating. 
"And the war goes on," says Hersh-
berger. In the last six months, he reports, 
several thousand counterrevolutionary 
(contra) forces have moved to Nicara-
gua from camps in Honduras. And sev-
eral dozen people are killed every month 
by contras. 
U.S. endorsement of UNO made a 
powerful statement in Nicaragua, ac-
cording to Hershberger. The United 
States sent massive amounts of cam-
paign funding to UNO, which is legal 
under Nicaraguan law. But even with-
out the funds, U.S. endorsement would 
have given a clear message to the people, 
he says. "Nicaraguans have a love/hate 
relationship with the United States," 
Hershberger said. "They are attracted to 
almost anything related to U.S. culture, 
whether it is soda pop or other items 
they see on television. So just knowing 
that the U.S. backs UNO carries a heavy 
moral weight." 
Many Nicaraguans believe the U.S. 
Government would attempt to destabi-
lize a Sandinista Government, even one 
brought to power by free elections, says 
Hershberger. "Perhaps," he says, "these 
election results are a victory for the low 
intensity warfare the United States has 
waged here." 
The election outcome changes the 
composition of the Nicaraguan legisla-
ture considerably, says Hershberger. The 
Sandinistas, who won 63 out of the 96 
seats in 1984, will have only 44 or 45 
seats. But it will still be the biggest party. 
UNO, explains Hershberger, is made 
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be difficult for the UNO coalition to 
lead the executive branch and maintain 
legislative unity," predicts Hershberger. 
UNO will lack a large enough majority 
to amend the constitution unless Sandi-
nista legislators join them in the vote. 
The constitution reflects many aspects 
of the Sandinista revolution. 
"Indeed we fear the next six years 
may be ones of increased stalemate and 
frustration in the Nicaraguan political 
process," says Hershberger. "But if the 
Sandinistas peacefully yield power to 
another political party, it will be the first 
time that has happened in the country 
during this century." 
Also for the first time, municipality 
governments were elected on Sunday, 
according to Hershberger. Traditionally, 
municipality governments were appoint-
ed by the country's president, but the 
Sandinista government set up direct 
election of these local officials. 
The Sandinistas came to power in 
1979 when they led an armed insurrec-
tion that toppled U.S. friend and dicta-
tor Anastacio Somoza. The Sandinistas 
take their name from Agusto Sandino, a 
Nicaraguan general who led the struggle 
to oust U.S. Marines from Nicaragua 55 
years ago. The contra army, which 
operates out of bases and command 
centers in Honduras and Costa Rica, 
was created and funded by the United 
States. 
In 1984, before the war in Nicaragua 
was felt so profoundly, the Sandinistas 
won presidential and national legisla-
ture elections, Hershberger points out. 
Since late 1983 the Nicaraguan govern-
ment has maintained a military draft. 
The enormous number of war-related 
deaths has been "demoralizing for the 
people," says Hershberger. "If Ortega 
had announced an end to the draft, he 
may well have won another term of 
office," speculates Hershberger. 
MCC's reconciliation work in the 
country becomes even more important 
now, says Hershberger. Recently an 
MCCer began working with local peace 
commissions in the Chontales region of 
Nicaragua. "These commissions are 
made up of local leaders who try to 
establish communication between con-
tra and government representatives," 
explains Hershberger. "MCC is com-
mitted to continue this work in the new 
challenges that lie ahead."—From a 
report by MCC Nicaragua workers. • 
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Nonviolence: The Invincible Weapon? 
by Ronald J. Sider. (Word Publishing: 
1989). Reviewed by Ron Adams, a 
member of the Lancaster Brethren in 
Christ Church. 
In his new book, Nonviolence: The 
Invincible Weapon?, Ronald J. Sider 
issues a challenge to Christians to become 
active in the struggle for peace. More 
specifically, that challenge is to create 
Christian Peacemaker Teams (CPT) 
which would be sent to areas of conflict 
and would work nonviolently to bring 
an end to that conflict. It is a challenge 
whose time has certainly come. 
Sider begins with an overview of what 
he considers to be successful uses of 
organized nonviolence. As he shows, 
nonviolence has often served to end mil-
itary conflicts, to reduce the number of 
lives lost, and even to overthrow dicta-
tors. One example is that of the "non-
violent army" of Badshah Khan, which 
contributed to the ending of British rule 
in India, and later intervened in sectar-
ian violence between Muslims and Hin-
dus. Such an account provides evidence 
for Sider's argument, and offers a cor-
rective for the stereotyped view of Mus-
lims as bloodthirsty terrorists. 
From the general, Sider moves to the 
specific. He devotes entire chapters to 
Witness for Peace in Nicaragua, and the 
use of "people-power" in the Philippine 
revolution. Both situations illustrate 
further the fact that nonviolence can 
effectively counter and even deter vio-
lence. 
The second half of the book is Dr. 
Sider's call to action. He presents argu-
ments for the necessity of Christian 
Peacemaker Teams and proposes meth-
ods for training Christians for such 
work. Finally, he offers some sugges-
tions for implementation of such peace-
making teams in areas of conflict and 
oppression. 
If the book has any single weakness, it 
is in the general absence of discussion 
about economic and political justice. 
Certainly Dr. Sider would agree that a 
central feature of true peace, true Sha-
lom, is justice. Yet in most of what he 
considers successful uses of nonviolence 
there was little achieved which honestly 
could be described as justice. In both 
India and the Philippines there exists 
tremendous poverty and oppression, 
despite the initial victory of nonviolent 
revolutions. And, for all its advances in 
renewing a sense of dignity among 
minorities, one would be hard pressed to 
prove that the civil rights movement in 
the U.S. created justice for people of 
color or for women. 
Resolution of conflict can rightly be 
called a just act. But it is not, in and of 
itself, justice. All too often, in fact, once 
conflict has been ended, there is a quick 
return to the status quo. Leaders of the 
nonviolent struggle can be co-opted by 
the powers that be, or can fall under the 
spell of their own hard-won power. The 
movement loses the interest of the media 
and begins to lose momentum or stops 
altogether. Meanwhile the people whose 
original plea for justice triggered the 
movement find themselves essentially 
where they started, without enough bread 
for their children. Can this really be 
called a successful revolution? 
It would seem important for future 
discussion of the utility of Christian 
Peacemaker Teams to address the fol-
lowing questions. Can CPT be struc-
tured in such a way as to guard against 
the loss of leadership to the temptations 
which come with power? How can CPT 
work not only to end conflict but also to 
begin justice? How does a nonviolent 
movement sustain the momentum need-
ed to create change over the long haul? 
While leaving some important ques-
tions unanswered, Nonviolence: The In-
vincible Weapon? is a useful resource 
for Christians wanting to become effec-
tive peacemakers. It can serve as a start-
ing point for some needed dialogue in 
our congregations. The issue of the 
Christian's relationship to the troubled 
world around us has been around for 
some time now. It is time for us to begin 
to locate the place of nonviolence at the 
very center of that relationship. Dr. Sid-
er's book can help point the way. 
The Way of Peace column is a project of 





Mitch Smith was speaker for an area youth 
conference Feb. 9-11 at the Air Hill church. 
Chambersburg. Pa. • On Feb. 18. Merle Brubaker 
spoke on stewardship to the Big Valley congrega-
tion, Belleville. Pa. Revival services with Henry 
Ginder were slated for Mar. 4-11.* The Carlisle, 
Pa., church planned a married couples retreat 
Mar. 9-11 at Penn-Del Conference Center with 
Dave Barnett as leader. • The Cedar Grove con-
gregation, Mifflintown, Pa., recently spoke by 
phone dur ing morn ing worship with Jamie 
Snyder, who is teaching missionary children in 
Meiergarten, Germany. Rachel Kibler spoke at 
the Feb. 10 sweetheart banquet. 
The Chambersburg, Pa., church recently viewed 
a film series on Sunday nights, "Called to the 
Marketplace." Spring Rally Day with Dave and 
Duanne Thrush was Mar. 18. • After an informa-
tive presentation on Feb. 4. the Colyer church 
voted to participate in this year's Chapel of the Air 
50-Day Adventure. • Feb. 18 was College Sunday 
at the Cumberland Valley church, Dillsburg, Pa., 
featuring speaker Steve Gooden and Servants of 
Praise f rom Messiah College. • On Feb. 11, the 
Dillsburg congregation had a Jr. Church Valen-
tine breakfast for children and families. • The 
Messiah College Singers ministered on Feb. 18 to 
the Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa. 
The congregation participated in the 50-Day 
Adventure , "Bringing Christ 's Hope to O u r 
Nation." 
The Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro, 
Pa., is collecting recipes for a cookbook to be sold 
to benefit the building fund. The film "Treasures 
of the Snow" was shown Mar. 4. • On Mar. II , 
Mennonite author and pastor John Drescher 
spoke to the Grantham, Pa., church on "The 
Church Christ Wants. "Ten youth a re raising sup-
port for a two-week summer trip to Haiti. • The 
Feb. 11-Mar. 25 Sunday evening services of the 
Green Spring congregation, Newville, Pa., were 
devoted to the "Turn Your Heart Toward Home" 
film series. Mar. 4 was Friends Day with a goal of 
181. • On Mar. 12, the Waynesboro Christian 
Light Bookstore exhibited Sunday school mate-
rial for the Christian education workers of the 
Hollowell church. Waynesboro. 
On Feb. 4. the Iron Springs church. Fairfield. 
Pa., viewed the film "Without Reservation." • 
Rachel Kibler and Kenneth Hoke were guest 
speakers for February evening services of the Mar-
tinsburg, Pa., congregation. • On Thursdays, the 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., church sponsors a noon 
prayer fast and a late afternoon corporate inter-
cessors time. • Fannie Longenecker and Mary 
Heisey spoke in the Feb. 7 service of the Messiah 
Village congregation, Mechanicsburg. • On Feb. 
11, the Montgomery congregation. Mercersburg, 
Pa., had a groundbreaking ceremony for their 
multi-purpose building. • Terry Brensinger, Ray 
and Darlyss Kipe, and Ken Letner filled the pulpit 
in February for the Morning Hour Chapel con-
gregation, East Berlin, Pa. Bob Verno spoke at the 
Feb. 16 sweetheart banquet. 
The Mt. Rock church, Shippensburg, Pa., 
planned a Sunday school rally for Mar. 24 with 
speaker Bruce McCracken. • The youth of the 
New Guilford congregation. Chambersburg, Pa.. 
enjoyed a day of activities at Seven Springs on 
Feb. 19. The congregation had a shepherds seminar 
Mar. 2-3 to assist lay shepherds and Barnabases to 
increase their ministry skills. • The Sunday eve-
ning services recently of the Redland Valley con-
gregation, York Haven, Pa., were devoted to a 
look at the church and discipline. • On Feb. 18. the 
Van Lear congregation, Williamsport. Md.. had a 
"love gift for Jesus" meal. Families were asked to 
bring supplies for the Sunday school and church 
office. • The Wesley church, Mt. Holly Springs, 
Pa., committed 10 MCC grocery bags for the 
needy in New York City and Philadelphia. 
Atlantic Conference 
The third annual bazaar of the Community 
Bible congregation, Sarasota, Fla., was Feb. 24. 
The video "Nikolai," about a young man perse-
cuted for his faith, was shown Feb. 7. • Two 
persons were baptized Feb. 11 at the Conoy 
church. Elizabethtown, Pa. Melody Sherk shared 
Feb. 4 about MCC Self-Help projects. • The 
children's Sunday school of the Cross Roads 
church. Mount Joy, Pa., is bringing pennies for 
Bibles to send to Russia through the Gideons. 
They hope to have a mile of pennies by the end of 
1990. • A drop-in party was held recently at the 
Fairland church. Cleona, Pa., to honor the 50th 
weddinganniversary of Charlesand Marion Dou-
trich. • The well-known artists in Latin America, 
Realpe Salinsa Duet, ministered recently in Span-
ish services at the Fellowship Chapel, Bronx, N.Y. 
Robert A. Leadley 
ordination 
Family and friends of Robert and 
Kathy Leadley witnessed Bob's ordina-
tion to the Christian ministry at Wel-
land Brethren in Christ Church, Janu-
ary 21, 1990. Rev. Gordon Gooderham, 
under whose ministry Bob felt called to 
Christian service, preached the sermon. 
Bishop Harvey Sider performed the 
ordination rites while friends of Bob and 
Kathy participated in Scripture reading 
and music. Pastor Walter Kelly directed 
the service. 
Soon after Bob's graduation as a 
chartered accountant, he and his wife 
Kathy committed their lives to Christ. 
Bob completed the Board for Ministry 
and Doctrine Study Course and was 
licensed as a minister in 1987. He recently 
served as associate pastor of the Wel-
land Church. Presently Bob serves as 
the Director of Stewardship for the 
Canadian Conference. 
April 1990 
Bob and Kathy were united in mar-
riage in 1968. They have eight children: 
Jessica, Rachel and Robbie at home; 
Diane, Lee, Pamela, Michael and Bill 
now grown. Kathy has been an avid 
supporter and helper, serving with Bob 
in his pastoral responsibilities. Bob and 
Kathy enjoy taking courses together 
with the goal of completing their mas-








June 3, 1990 
3:00 p.m. 
Rev. Eugene Heidler will be 
preaching, with Dwight Thomas 
leading the singing. 
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The young adult fellowship of the Free Grace 
church, Millersburg, Pa., sponsored a spaghetti 
dinner on Mar. 3. Lane Hostetter was evangelist 
Mar. 11-18. • On Feb. 4. Bishop Byers spoke to 
the Holden Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., on 
"Registered Trademark." • The Hummelstown, 
Pa., church recently had a "Walking Higher with 
Christ" stewardship campaign. • Mennonite pas-
tor and author Ervin Stutzman spoke in disciple-
ship meetings Feb. 4-7 for the Lancaster, Pa., 
church on "Why Get Involved in the Church?" • 
Joe Anders spoke on "Why Opposites Attract" at 
the Feb. 5 women's ministries meeting at the 
Manor church, Mountville, Pa. Rich Sider, serv-
ing M C C for Latin American concerns, spoke on 
Feb. 11. 
On Feb. 11, Sunday school classes of the Mas-
tersonville church, Manheim, Pa., gave a program 
at the Mt. Hope Dunkard Brethren Home. "The 
Ecstacy of Leading Someone to Christ" was the 
title of a recent demonstration with practical helps 
and suggestions. • The Maytown, Pa., congrega-
tion had a Feb. 3-4 church growth seminar with 
Ken Gibson. Louis Cober was missions speaker 
on Feb. 11. • On Feb. 25, Robert Finley shared 
with the Millersville, Pa., congregation about the 
ministry of Messiah Village. • The youth of the 
Mt. Pleasant church. Mount Joy, Pa., planned a 
youth Sunday service for Feb. 4 with guest speaker 
Jeff Ruhl from the Pequea congregation. • The 
senior highs of the Palmyra, Pa., church spent 
Feb. 19 in Philadelphia. Jay McDermond spoke 
Feb. 11 on "The Parable of the Waiting Father." 
Laban Byers was installed Feb. 4 as minister of 
visitation at the Pequea church, Lancaster, Pa. Jay 
Evans, formerly of YFC, was Youth Sunday 
speaker on Feb. 18. • On Feb. 17, the youth of the 
Refton, Pa., church hosted their parents to a deli-
cious meal. Joe Obermeiser entertained with gui-
tar and song. A cooking demonstration and a 
study of the book of Ruth were the fare for the 
February Sonshine 'N Coffee women's meetings. • 
On Feb. 11, Rachel and Lazarus Phiri and Henry 
Ginder spoke about missions to the Skyline View 
congregation, Harrisburg, Pa. • The men of the 
Stowe, Pa., church prepared and served a meal to 
the women on Feb. 18. On Mar. 7, the congrega-
tion looked at and prayed about issues facing the 
regional conference. • A Mar. 3 sub sale at the 
Summit View church, New Holland, Pa., benefit-
ted the summer camp scholarship program. The 
film "The Prodigal" was slated for Mar. 11. 
Canadian Conference 
On four February Sunday evenings, the Delisle, 
Sask., congregation offered to church and com-
munity the video series "Maximum Marriage" at 
the local elementary school. • Greg Funk led spe-
cial services Feb. 18-22 for the Falls View congre-
gation, Niagara Falls, Ont. • On Feb. 24, the 
youth and college and careers groups of the Heise 
Hill congregation, Gormley, Ont., had an evening 
supper and missions focus at which a number of 
people shared about their short-term service expe-
riences. • The women of the Kindersley, Sask., 
church had a "friendship fondue" on Feb. 15 with 
games, food, and a video called "To Be a Woman." 
• The youth of the Massey Place church, Saska-
toon, Sask., gave a dinner theater presentation on 
Feb. 8. The Feb. 4 sermon was "Loving Difficult 
and Irregular People." 
February studies for the North East Commu-
nity congregation, Calgary, Alb., were on Emo-
tions: Can You Trust Them? and Life With God: 
Love in Action. • On Feb. 28, the Cradle Roll 
moms and tots were invited to the Oak Ridges, 
Ont., church for lunch and devotional time. 
George Sheffer filled the pulpit Feb. 11 and 18. • 
The River Brethren singing group from Niagara 
Christian College gave a program Feb. 4 for the 
Port Colborne, Ont., congregation. • The six-part 
film series "The Homebuilders" was viewed by the 
Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont., in Jan-
uary and February. Marjorie Lofthouse was the 
Feb. 25 Pioneer Clubs Sunday speaker. 
On Feb. 20, the women of the Sherkston, Ont., 
church toured the Turning Point Girls Home. The 
adult fellowship sponsored a pancake supper and 
recreation on Feb. 23. • The Wainfleet, Ont., con-
gregation is cooperating with a California and two 
Pennsylvania churches to produce a film on minis-
try to the handicapped. • The Welland, Ont., 
church recently said farewell to the Bob Leadley 
family who, together with the Gordon Gooder-
hams, will work to plant a church in St. Catha-
rines, Ont. • Susan Reesor, former member of the 
Westheights congregation. Kitchener, Ont., recent-
ly spoke about her MCC work with death row 
prisoners in New Orleans. 
Staff Needed 
Timber Bay Children's Home, 
a Christian home for about 60 
Cree and other Native Canadian 
children in Saskatchewan, needs 
voluntary service staff beginning 
in August 1990. V.S. workers are 
asked to serve a two-year term, 
and receive room and board and 
a modest monthly allowance. 
Timber Bay is currently recruit-
ing a head cook, assistant cook, 
director of maintenance, secre-
tary, an administrative assistant, 
and child care workers (couples 
or singles). 
Please call or write the direc-
tor, Tom Davies, for more infor-
mation. 
Timber Bay Children's Home 
Timber Bay, SASK. SOJ 2T0 
Phone (306) 663-5811 
CttJR. 
§ > O K B O O K 
Protect your 
children 
Don't let them have 
to say, "I wish I had 
Mom's recipe for. . 
Our Family Heritage Cookbook makes it easy to give your children their 
favorite recipes—ones that will bring fond memories of home. They will be in 
your handwriting and organized to suit your family's tastes. 
Our Family Heritage Cookbook will be treasured more and more as time goes 
by. 
The book contains beautiful watercolors by artist Susan Gygi and inspira-
tional quotations that add to the cherished experience of cooking family 
favorites. 
Pre-Publication Special: $9.95/each (Regularly $14.95 each) 
Please add $2.00 per order for postage. 
Order now for the Pre-Publication Special. 
Phone (800) 822-5919 (except Indiana & Canada: (219) 773-3164) 
Evangel Publishing House 
P.O. Box 189 
Nappanee, IN 46550 
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1990 Camp Freedom Report Central Conference 
The Singing Dunn Family ministered in the 
Feb. 18 morning service of the Amherst church, 
Massillon, Ohio. The Pinewood Derby race was 
held in the church basement on Feb. 9. • In Febru-
ary, the men's Saturday breakfast fellowship of the 
Ashland, Ohio, church viewed the video series 
"Happiness Is a Choice." Sunday school open 
house was Feb. 11. • On the evening of Mar. 18. 
Rick Mailloux shared church growth principles 
f rom Secret of the Harvest with the Beulah Chapel 
congregation, Springfield, Ohio. • The Feb. 18 
and 25 services of the Christian Union congrega-
tion, Garrett, Ind., were cancelled because of 
weather conditions. 
Don Pryor was installed Feb. 4 as youth pastor 
of the Fairview congregation, Englewood, Ohio. 
On Feb. 8, the church hosted a town meeting 
conducted by the school superintendent concern-
ing use of Christmas carols and religious themes in 
area schools. • Tery and Lori Lee Rhoades and 
Bill Miller presented music for the Feb. ^ s w e e t -
heart banquet of the Highland congregation. West 
Milton, Ohio. • Louis Cober brought with him 
nine guests including David and Dorcas Climen-
haga to the Feb. 23-25 missions weekend of the 
Lakeview church, Goodrich, Mich. 
A G R A D E seminar was conducted Feb. 16-18 
by Ken Gibson for the Morrison, 111., church. • On 
Feb. 14, the youth of the Nappanee, Ind., church 
quizzed against a team of adults. The Gospel 
Team f rom Grove City College sang on Mar. 1. • 
Merle Brubaker led a feasibility study Feb. 9-11 
for the Sippo Valley church, Massillon, Ohio, to 
determine whether they should proceed with 
building plans. • The March fellowship activity of 
the Union Grove congregation. New Paris, Ind.. 
was a Mar. 5 skating night at East Lake Center. • 
On Feb. 22. the Valley Chapel congregation. East 
Canton. Ohio, hosted Lou Cober, the David Cli-
menhagas, Rachel Phiri, and Phyllis Engle. 
Midwest Conference 
The Abilene, Ks., church hosted the Midwest 
Regional Conference on Mar. 16-17. The Moody 
Men's Glee Club sang on Mar. 20. The congrega-
tion recently had open discussion of the recom-
mended new doctrinal statement. • The Okla-
homa City, Okla., congregation held a Marriage 
Plus event Feb. 16-17 at Watonga. Ken and Linda 
Letner used tests, sharing, writing, film, and role 
play to lead the couples toward growing commit-
ment. • Robert and Mary Lister have accepted the 
call of the Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., to 
begin pastoral leadership after July 1. Lome 
Lichty led revival services Mar. 4-11. • The Zion 
church, Abilene, Ks., scheduled an open house 
and dedication service for their new addition on 
Mar. 18. 
Pacific Conference 
On Feb. 25, the Moreno church, Moreno Val-
ley, Calif., had a Christ in the Passover service 
with Alan Bond of Jews for Jesus. • The Ontario, 
Calif., church slated a spiritual gifts seminar for 
Feb. 10. • Absom Mudenda from Zambia sang 
and told the children's story in the Feb. 4 service of 
the Pacific Highway congregation. Salem, Ore. 
Absom, currently serving with M C C for a year, 
has departed for California and then Akron, Pa. • 
The Riverside, Calif., congregation had a couples' 
C a m p F r e e d o m 1990 is h is tory , bu t its 
ef fects will c o n t i n u e t o be felt a s G o d ' s peop le 
h a v e d i spe r sed a n d r e tu rned t o the i r h o m e 
congrega t ions . 
It was r e f r e sh ing t o sit u n d e r the min i s t ry 
of o u r co-evangel is ts . Rev . W i l b u r Benner 
a n d Rev. Kermi t F a r l o w . T h e i r messages 
b r o u g h t c o n v i c t i o n of sin, e n c o u r a g e m e n t t o 
t h e believer, i n sp i r a t ion t o t h e b o d y of 
Chr i s t , a n d chal lenges to the c h u r c h to be 
f a i t h f u l unt i l t h e end . T h e r e were souls saved 
a n d sanct i f ied , bodies hea led , a n d g r o w t h in 
g race by t h e p o w e r of G o d . O u r hea r t s were 
l i f ted t o heaven ly places by the min i s t ry in 
s o n g by o u r mus ic i ans , P a u l a n d N a n c y 
G r a y . Of special interest were the t imes w h e n 
G o d ' s Spir i t wou ld p e r m e a t e the a t m o s -
phere . T h e s h o u t s of the saints r a n g t h r o u g h 
the air . 
Specia l f ea tu re s of the c a m p included the 
m u s i c min i s t ry of the H o b e S o u n d Bible 
Col lege a n d the P e n n View Bible Inst i tute . 
W e e k e n d speake r s inc luded Rev. H a r o l d 
S c h m u l and Rev. J a m e s K e a t o n . 
Miss ions d a y b r o u g h t grea t cha l lenge to 
night out on Feb. 24 which included the Laserium 
Show at Griffith Park Observatory. An adult 
children of alcoholics group (ACA) began meet-
ings at the church on Mar. 1. 
We appreciate the correspondents who are tak-
ing time to highlight special events in your bulle-
tins, or who write out sentences describing news-
worthy events. Your help in these areas is saving us 
valuable time as we read through hundreds of 
bulletins each month. 
For the Record 
Births 
Boake: Christopher Albert Lloyd, Feb. 7; Ted 
and Joanne (Steckley) Boake, Heise Hill congre-
gation, Ont. 
Cousins: Bruce Grant, Feb. 15; David and 
Lynda (Day) Cousins, Stayner congregation, Ont. 
Coy: Hayden Scott, Jan. 24; Gerald (Pete) and 
Gwendolyn (Lehman) Coy, Green Spring congre-
gation, Pa. 
Deiling: Michelle Sue, Jan. 7; Michael and 
Susan (Ensminger) Deiling, Fairland congrega-
tion, Pa. 
DiCecco: Franklin Anthony III, Dec. 12,1989; 
F. Anthony and Janet DiCecco, Elizabethtown 
congregation, Pa. 
Eberly: Bree Chanele, Feb. 7; Glennand Linda 
(Leaman) Eberly, Pequea congregation. Pa. 
Eigenbrode: Kari Leigh, Jan. 31; David and 
Beth (Worster) Eigenbrode, Fairview Ave. con-
gregation, Pa. 
Etzweiler: Natalie Ann, Nov. 17, 1989; Dale 
o u r hea r t s o n c e aga in . D r . H e n r y G i n d e r a n d 
Dr . A r t h u r C l i m e n h a g a represented Bre th ren 
in Chr i s t Miss ions . Rev . R a y m o n d Shreves 
r ep resen ted t h e Evangel ica l Wes l eyan Mis-
sion. Miss ions o f f e r ing a m o u n t e d t o $2,800. 
C a m p F r e e d o m 1990 m a r k e d a n o t h e r 
mi l e s tone wi th the r e s igna t ion of t h e C a m p 
D i r e c t o r , Rev . J o h n R o s e n b e r r y . A f t e r 20 
yea r s of service t o the c a m p , inc lud ing d i rec-
to r , associa te d i rec tor , a n d evangel is t , he is 
s t e p p i n g d o w n . Bro . L a r r y S t r o u s e a s s u m e s 
the d i r ec to r sh ip , wi th Bro. J o h n Keefer serv-
ing as a s soc ia te d i r ec to r . W e a l so recognized 
B i s h o p J o h n Byers , re t i r ing b i s h o p of the 
A t l a n t i c C o n f e r e n c e , f o r his yea r s of service 
t o t h e c a m p . W e wish G o d ' s best f o r these 
m e n as they c o n t i n u e in the service of the 
King. 
If the Lord tar r ies his c o m i n g , C a m p 
F r e e d o m will o n c e aga in c o n v e n e J a n . 23— 
Feb . 3, 1991. O u r evangel is ts a r e F red H o l -
land and H e r m a n Nol l . D o n a n d Shir l 
Gessne r will serve as s o n g evangel is ts . P l a n 
n o w t o a t t e n d a n d be b lessed by G o d . 
—Jesse Bawel, secretary. 
and Tara Etzweiler, Elizabethtown congregation. 
Pa. 
Feister: Ryan Mark, Feb. 7; Craig and Karen 
(Huber) Feister, Manor congregation. Pa. 
Fredlund: Chelsey Brieanne, Aug. 16, 1989; 
chosen daughter of Tom and Naomi Fredlund, 
Elizabethtown congregation, Pa. 
Frey: Lauren Kathleen, Feb. 4; Nicholas and 
Miriam (Martin) Frey, Manor congregation. Pa. 
continued on page 22 
Position Available 
F o u n d i n g Execu t i ve D i r e c t o r fo r 
t h e N a a m a n Cen te r , a new Chr i s t i an 
d r u g a n d a l c o h o l i n tens i ve o u t p a -
t ien t t r e a t m e n t cen te r l oca ted near 
E l i zabe th town , Pa. 
T h e Execu t i ve D i r e c t o r mus t be a 
c o m m i t t e d Ch r i s t i an , w i t h a m in -
i m u m of a Mas te rs D e g r e e in Soc ia l 
W o r k , P s y c h o l o g y or re la ted f ie ld . 
Ce r t i f i ed A d d i c t i o n s C o u n s e l o r s ta-
tus p re fe r red . T h e Execu t i ve D i rec -
to r s h o u l d have a d m i n i s t r a t i v e ex -
pe r i ence in c h e m i c a l d e p e n d e n c y 
t r e a t m e n t serv ices. If r ecove r ing , 
t h e a p p l i c a n t s h o u l d have 7 years o f 
u n i n t e r r u p t e d sob r ie t y . Sa la ry a n d 
bene f i t s are compe t i t i ve . Pe rsons 
i n te res ted in t h e p o s i t i o n s h o u l d 
send resumes to Leon Hoover , Cha i r -
m a n of the B o a r d fo r t he N a a m a n 
Cen te r , at 1761 W i n d y Hi l l Road , 
Lancas ter , PA 17602. 
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Hartman: Brittany Lynn, Feb. 3; Scott and 
Sherry Hartman, Mechanicsburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Houpt: Courtney Lynne, Feb. 26; Brian and 
Tina (Bowers) Houpt, Hollowell congregation. 
Pa. 
Kawate: Masako, Feb. 7; Toru and Dora 
(Myers) Kawate, Dillsburg congregation, Pa. 
Leedy: Stephanie Elizabeth, Feb. 3; Richard 
and Sonya Leedy, Fairland congregation. Pa. 
Lewis: Adam Gregory, Feb. 21; Gregory and 
Carolyn (Lupoid) Lewis, Pequea congregation. 
Pa. 
Nelson; Joseph Melvin Wesley, Jan. 18; Mel-
vin and Teresa Nelson, Dillsburg congregation. 
Pa. 
Reist: Hannah Elizabeth, Jan. 26; James and 
Jeanne Reist, Fairland congregation. Pa. 
Schrauger: Justin Scott, Dec. 9, 1989; Tim and 
Claudia (Allebach) Schrauger, Souderton con-
gregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Allsup-Allen: Janet Marie, daughter of Earl 
and Blanche Allen. Dallas Center, la., and John, 
son of Howard Allsup, Adel, la., Dec. 1, 1989, at 
the Mound Park Brethren in Christ Church with 
Rev. Millard Haldeman officiating. 
Besecker-Bowling: Tracy, daughter of Larry 
and Sally Bowling. Chambersburg, Pa., and Terry, 
son of Gary and Linda Besecker, Chambersburg. 
Feb. 3, at the Five Forks Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Wilbur Besecker officiating. 
Fero-LaSala: Cynthia LaSala, daughter of 
Ruth LaSala, Millersville, Pa., and Michael 
LaSalla, Dallas, Tx., and Michael Patrick, son of 
Mary and Patrick Fero, Glen Rock, Pa., Feb. 17, 
at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
John B. Hawbaker and Father Michael Grab 
officiating. 
Knepper-Unfried: Anja Ingeborg, daughter of 
Friedrichand Inge Unfried, New Jersey, and Dar-
rin Ray, son of D. Ray and Peggy Knepper, 
Mechanicsburg, Pa., Feb. 3, at the Mechanicsburg 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Steven A. 
Lehman officiating. 
Lapp-Ditty: Carol Ann, daughter of Charles 
and Ruth Ditty, Sellersville, Pa., and Lewis Ross 
111, son of Lewis and Shirley Lapp, Perkasie, Pa., 
Nov. 11, 1989, at the Souderton Brethren in Christ 
Church with Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Seymour-Boyer: Tara Lynn, daughter of Ted 
and Emily Boyer, Souderton, Pa., and Stephen 
Mark, son of Sam and Pat Seymour, Fairview 
Village, Pa., Oct. 28, 1989, at the Souderton 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. Sam Sey-
mour and Rev. Kevin Ryan officiating. 
Risser-Sauder: Debra Lynn, daughter of Robert 
and Erma Sauder. Willow Street, Pa., and Joey 
Dean, son of Samuel and Rachael Risser, Washing-
ton Boro, Pa.. Feb. 17, at the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Obituaries 
Byer: Emma Mae Byer, 90, died Jan. 14. Sur-
viving are a son, Kenneth R.; 4daughters. Mildred 
Charles. Harriet Rohrer, Eunice Johnson, and 
Ruth Eshelman;22grandchildren; 20great-grand-
children; and 2 brothers, Samuel Lenhert and Earl 
Lenhert. A native of Hope, Ks., Emma was a 
homemaker and a 70-year resident of Upland, 
Calif. Services were held at the Upland church. 
Interment was in Bellevue Mausoleum. 
Lenhert: Ben G. Lenhert, 85, of Ontario, Calif.. 






by Paul Hostetler 
Every time I drive on Lundy's Lane in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario, I am reminded 
of a battle in the War of 1812 that both 
sides "won." U.S. forces invaded Can-
ada and encountered British troops in 
the Battle of Lundy's Lane. Canadian 
history books report that the U.S. sol-
diers were defeated and driven back 
across the Niagara River. U.S. histori-
ans, on the other hand, hold that the 
U.S. forces prevailed and then "made a 
strategic withdrawal to New York." 
These conflicting claims piqued my 
curiosity to the extent that 1 read addi-
tional accounts of the conflict. My U.S. 
friends may consider me something less 
than loyal when 1 report that the weight 
of evidence seems to be with the British. 
The most recent American writer I read 
simply stated, "The Americans were 
turned back at the Battle of Lundy's 
Lane." 
I would now like to call your atten-
tion to another, more important battle. 
Very few know that a major battle has 
been fought in the past year on the same 
side of the same river, this time nearer 
Fort Erie, Ontario—at Niagara Chris-
tian College (NCC). 
Even less known is the list of fighters 
in this war: retired persons who gave 
from their much or little, young families, 
a church board, a Sunday school class, a 
singing group, Christian business per-
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sons, and many others. 
For some years the growing opera-
tional debt at Niagara Christian College 
had been a great concern. Without 
immediate attention, it could have 
exerted a crippling effect on the growth 
and ministry of the school. Several peo-
ple began to feel a sense of urgency 
about their personal responsibility to 
help eliminate this indebtedness. 
To quote one of the persons involved, 
"Soon a plan of action began to emerge, 
using the Old Testament account of 
Gideon's band of 300 as the pattern. Just 
as God called Gideon to lead a small 
band of warriors to release the Israelites 
from bondage, so God could and would 
release Niagara Christian College from 
its burden of debt. 
Jan. 14. Surviving are his wife, Gladys; a son. 
Wesley; a daughter. Eilene Staires; and a sister. 
Mary G. Eshelman. Ben had served on boards and 
committees of the Ontario congregation. Services 
were held at the church with Rev. Jack McClane 
officiating. Entombment was in Bellevue Mauso-
leum. 
Myers: Martha A. Gayman Myers, born Mar. 
15, 1905. daughter of Tobias and Lydia (Martin) 
Gayman. died Jan. 24. She was preceded in death 
by her husband. Rev. Charles A. Myers, and a 
son, Melvin G. Surviving are 8 daughters. Evelyn 
Hartman, Mildred Yoder, Anna Helfrick. Grace 
Kennedy. Esther Kennedy, Naomi Strite, Dorcas 
Gearhart. and Eunice Johnson; 2 sons. Charles A. 
and Glenn E.; a brother. Jacob Gayman; a foster 
brother. William H. Martin; a sister. Naomi 
Heckman; 46 grandchildren; and 54 great-grand-
children. Martha and her husband started the 
Sunday school at the Mt. Tabor church. Mercers-
burg. Pa., which led to establishment of worship 
services. The funeral service was held at the 
Antrim church with Rev. Roy E. Brake, Sr., Rev. 
Curtis Bryant, and Bishop Frank Kipe officiating. 
I n t e rmen t was in the M o n t g o m e r y church 
cemetery. 
Nigh: Lewis Nigh, born June 1,1919. son of the 
late George'and Anna Nigh, died Dec. 19, 1989. 
Preceding him in death were three brothers, three 
sisters, and his first wife. Delores. Surving are his 
wife, Viola; four stepchildren. Gerald. Diane, Bev-
erly. and Cheryl; and two brothers. Royden and 
Edgar. The funeral service was held at the Luther-
an Church. Snyder. Interment was in the Bertie 
Brethren in Christ Church cemetery. Stevensville, 
Ontario. 
Page: WilliamG. Page, born Feb. 17, 1920,son 
of John W. and Katherine (Wyland) Page, died 
Jan. 24. Preceding him in death were three sisters, 
Mary McNaughton, Mildred Gearhart. and Dora 
Taylor. Surviving are his wife Elsie (Watts); seven 
children. Ray D., William G., Marie J. Kauffman. 
Bonnie L. Myers. Ronald M., James A., and 
Donald E.; three sisters. Clara Benner, Ruth 
Varner.and Amanda Bruch;sevengrandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren. William had been a 
lifetime farmer and had attended the Cedar Grove 
congregation. Pa., where the funeral service was 
held with Rev. W. Dale Allisonand Rev. James A. 
Neimond. Jr.. officiating. Interment was in the 
Cedar Grove cemetery. 
Sharar: Jane Sharar. born Jan. 16. 1914, in 
Mercersburg, Pa., died Oct. 29, 1989. Surviving 
are 2 daughters. Paula Stoner and Kay Egolf; 2 
sons, Charles and Clifford; 3 sisters, Margaret 
Unger, Ola Robinson, and Esther Stumbaugh; 2 
brothers, Lewis Taylor and Paul Taylor; 13 
grandchildren; and 14 great-grandchildren. Jane 
was a member of the Mt. Tabor congregation. Pa. 
The funeral service was held at the Lininger-Fries 
Funeral Home, Mercersburg, with Rev. Roy E. 
Brake, Sr.. officiating. Interment was in Fairview 
Cemetery. 
Sheaffer: Clarence H. Sheaffer. born Feb. 11, 
1905, died Feb. 21. Surviving are a son, Donald 
M.; a daughter, Valena Garlin; five grandchildren; 
and two great-grandchildren. Clarence had served 
as a teacher and church board member of the 
Dillsburg, Pa., congregation. The funeral service 
was held at the Cocklin Funeral Home with Rev. 
John Fries, Jr., and Rev. James Spurrier officiat-
ing. Interment was in Barrens' Salem Union 
Cemetery, Dillsburg. 
Snook: Marvin L. Snook, born Sept. 17. 1910, 
son of Albert and Maggie Snook, died Dec. 21, 
1989. He was the husband of Anna (Garman). 
Surviving are five sons. Jay H., M. Wilbur, Dale 
E., Galen R., and Clair L.; three daughters, Lois 
J.. Evelyn M., and Helen L.; a sister. Josephine 
Eberly; a half-brother. Percy Beaver; and three 
grandchildren. Marvin was a member of the Mt. 
Pleasant congregation. Pa., where the funeral ser-
vice was held with Rev. Jerel Book officiating. 
Interment was in the church cemetery. 
"Prayer was the first priority; a com-
pany of intercessors, Gideon's 300, would 
be gathered to pray for the release of 
$300,000, the amount of the debt. And 
so it began, slowly at first, then it gained 
momentum as more and more people 
caught the vision." 
Before reporting further, let's go back 
several years to when the General Con-
ference Board of Administration was 
considering steps to help reduce the debt 
load at NCC. A three-step approach 
involving the school, the Canadian Con-
ference, and the General Conference 
was recommended. 
NCC took the lead, budgeting for and 
achieving small budgetary surpluses in 
the next two school years, thus reducing 
the deficit by $25,527. Next, in a gesture 
of brotherhood, the boards and agencies 
of the Canadian Conference put a hold 
on other special appeals in order to 
allow NCC to begin the Gideon's 300 
campaign in 1988. People who responded 
to the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
donated $214,039 toward reducing 
NCC's deficit. 
Additional good news is that Niagara 
Christian College has now had three 
successive years of meeting all its opera-
tional financial obligations with projec-
tions for a fourth. 
Now, back to the Gideon's 300 story. 
People from all walks of life and at 
many levels of financial ability began to 
join in the deficit-eradication battle. The 
challenge was to become one of 300 
people who would each give $ 1,000, thus 
raising the $300,000 urgently needed. 
One lady wrote: "When I first heard 
about Gideon's 300,1 felt that in no way 
could I give $1,000. However, I defi-
nitely felt that I should give myself as an 
intercessor." Then the Lord reminded 
her that she had the ability to make 
small handcrafted items which she could 
sell, giving the proceeds to Gideon's 300. 
God blessed her efforts amazingly, and 
she was able to give $1,118! 
The struggle along the Niagara River 
continues. Gideon's 300 have raised 
almost $240,000. Approximately $60,000 
Our denominational bookstores sold 
over a half-million dollars worth of 
Bibles in 1989—actually over $550,000, 
according to General Manager Lane 
Hostetter. And the stores marketed more 
than a million dollars worth of our 
books ($1,235,000). In addition, Brethren 
in Christ stores had almost a million 
dollars in sales of Christian education 
materials—$896,000. Total Christian 
Light Bookstore business amounted to 
almost $6 million ($5,808,000). 
is yet needed. The Board of Administra-
tion has enthusiastically endorsed plans 
to receive a special offering at the 1990 
General Conference to bring the battle 
to a pitchers-crashing torches-flashing 
conclusion! 
Let's plan to give as individuals, as 
groups, and as congregations. In the 
words of Lester Fretz who so dramati-
cally enjoined us on another great giving 
occasion at the 1986 General Confer-
ence, let's "give until we feel joy!" In that 
way, when we return home after the 
"battle," both sides will have won. Niag-
ara Christian College will be stronger, 
and God's name will be glorified. 
Even the historians will agree! 
The 13 stores are located in Cham-
bersburg. Pa.; Dayton, Oh. (2); Eliza-
bethtown, Pa.; Frederick, Md.; Hagers-
town, Md.; Lancaster, Pa.; Lebanon, 
Pa.; Nappanee, Ind.; Pomona, Calif., 
Waynesboro, Pa., Williamsport, Pa.; 
and York, Pa. 
All profits from our stores are used in 
Brethren in Christ ministries. With that 
in mind, all of us should purchase all we 
can (even go out of our way to buy) from 
our Christian Light Bookstores. 
Our Christian Light Bookstores 
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etc. 
What would 100 different mugs look like hanging on a rack near your 
church kitchen? That's what a visitor would see at the Kingview Mennonite 
Church near Scottdale, Pa., where each person in the congregation has their 
own cup or mug—ready for use at fellowship meals or breaks during commit-
tee meetings. It's a great way to reduce use of styrofoam or paper cups, while 
expressing the varied personalities of the members of the church. Why not try 
it in your church? 
Kevin Williams, a graduate of Messiah College with a master's degree in 
Music Education from Ithaca College, has been named manager of the 
Williamsport (Pa.) Christian Light Bookstore. 
"For the time of your life and for renewed life for your time, visit Israel and 
Egypt in person." Dr. Vernon Bosserman (pastor of the Fairland Brethren in 
Christ Church in Lebanon, Pa.) is hosting a tour of Israel and Egypt on 
January 18-30, 1991. An additional Nile River cruise is optional. For a 
brochure and details, write to Pastor Bosserman at 921 Daniels St., Lebanon, 
PA 17042, or phone (717) 272-2225 or 272-4276. 
Richard K. MacMaster, professor of history at Bluffton College, has been 
selected to write an interpretive history of Anabaptist churches in the New 
York City area, involving congregations of the Mennonite Church, General 
Conference Mennonite Church, and the Brethren in Christ Church. Persons 
with present or former involvement in these urban church settings are urged to 
contact MacMaster at Bluffton College, Bluffton, OH 45817. Phone (419) 
358-8015. Better hurry: the writing project is to be completed by the end of the 
year. Sponsoring the project are the Lancaster Mennonite Historical Society, 
Eastern Mennonite Board of Missions and Charities, and the New York City 
area churches, together with an anonymous donor. 
Francis C. Higgins, a lay leader for the Deaf Church at Calvary Baptist 
Church, 755 8th St., N. W., Washington, D.C. 20001, would like to hear from 
readers the names and addresses of churches or public places that have works 
of art (pictures, stained glass, carved wood, etc.) showing Jesus healing the 
deaf man (Mark 7:31-37). Information on the work of art itself, if known, 
would be appreciated. 
Mennonite Central Committee staff in Akron, Pa., are recycling scrap 
office paper in an effort to integrate MCC's worldwide concern for the 
environment with procedures at headquarters' offices. 
Staff separate their scrap paper into four categories: white, colored, low-
grade and computer paper. SRW Recycling in York, Pa., then buys the white 
and colored paper from MCC. After the first month of collection; MCC 
earned $41 for its white paper which is sold for 4 cents per pound. 
As a result of the project, Abe Burkholder, office custodian, has noticed a 
"drastic decrease" in the amount of trash he collects. 
MCC is also printing most of its newsletters, brochures, letterhead and 
other publications on recycled paper. Photocopying machines are now 
stocked with 100 percent recycled, unbleached paper. 
In June a volunteer will join MCC Akron staff to coordinate the MCC 





Tim Cober of Hagersville, Ont., is 
beginning a three-year Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee assignment in Botswana, 
where he will teach in a rural public high 
school. He was one of 53 persons partic-
ipating in an orientation held Jan. 2-12 
at MCC's headquarters in Akron, Pa. 
Cober received a bachelor's degree in 
history from Messiah College in Gran-
tham, Pa. He is a member of Springvale 
Brethren in Christ Church in Hagers-
ville. His parents are Doris and James 
Cober of Hagersville. 
MCC is the service, development and 
relief agency for North American Men-
nonites and Brethren in Christ. Each 
year about 390 people enter MCC assign-
ments in any of 54 countries in North 
America, Asia, Africa, Europe, the Mid-
dle East, or Latin America. Currently 
about 1,000 MCC workers serve in such 
assignments as community development, 
education, health, food production, 
emergency response and administration. 
Many workers are placed in assign-
ments where they work directly with 
local churches or community groups. 
Two Brethren in Christ 
to serve with YES teams 
in overseas assignments 
Two Brethren in Christ young people 
have been accepted for a short-term 
overseas assignment with Youth Evan-
gelism Service (YES) teams, which are 
sponsored by the Eastern Mennonite 
Board of Missions, Salunga, Pa. 
Kim Lefever, of Mount Joy, Pa., will 
join four other team members in a new 






capital city of the Philippines. The 
daughter of Parke and Charlotte Lefever, 
Kim is a 1988 graduate of the Elizabeth-
town Area High School. Prior to her 
term of service she was employed by the 
Mennonite Home, Lancaster, Pa. She is 
a member of the Cross Roads congre-
gation. 
Naomi Paine, of Grantham, Pa., and 
four other persons will assist in child and 
youth evangelism, disciplining youth 
and young adults in a young Mennonite 
congregation in a Spanish-speaking area 
of northern Belize. Naomi is the daugh-
ter of Dwight and Lois Paine and is a 
1987 graduate of Messiah College. She 
has been employed by Evangelicals for 
Social Action in Philadelphia, Pa. 
Naomi is a member of the Grantham 
congregation. 
Eastern Board's YES program pro-
vides opportunities for young adults to 
serve from four to eight months over-
seas or stateside, working along with 
missionaries or national church leaders. 
In preparation for the assignment, the 
volunteers receive three months of dis-
cipleship training and cross-cultural 
preparation at the YES Discipleship 
Center in Baltimore, Md. They raise 
their own support for transportation 
and living expenses, and receive no 
allowance. • 
Survey reveals trends among 
Brethren in Christ, Mennonites 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ 
will soon know more about what's hap-
pened in their family in the last 17 years. 
A major research project, Church 
Member Profile II, shows "some tanta-
lizing initial findings," said project direc-
tor, J. Howard Kauffman, of Goshen, 
Ind. 
The project follows up a similar sur-
vey done in 1972, published in Anabap-
tists Four Centuries Later, by J. How-
ard Kauffman and Leland D. Harder. 
All five denominations that cooper-
ated in the 1972 survey participated in 
the current one, including the Brethren 
in Christ Church, Evangelical Menno-
nite Church, General Conference Men-
nonite Church, Mennonite Brethren 
Church, and the Mennonite Church. 
Project coordination is being carried 
by an administrative committee func-
tioning under the auspices of the Insti-
tute of Mennonite Studies of Associated 
Mennonite Biblical Seminaries, Elkhart, 
Ind. Commit tee cha i rman is Leo 
Driedger, Winnipeg, Man. 
A primary purpose of the current sur-
vey, Kauffman said, "is to identify trends 
in the beliefs, attitudes, and behavior of 
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ church 
members." 
Compared with 1972, Kauffman says 
the new data shows that: 
—Farm residence among these groups 
declined from 34 to 23 percent; urban 
residence increased from 35 to 48 percent. 
—Farmers as a percent of all males were 
23% in 72, 14% in W . 
—The percent of married women em-
ployed full- or part-time increased from 
38 to 52 percent. 
—The number of persons per household 
decreased from 4.5 to 3.2. 
—There was a slight erosion of scores on 
items measuring adherence to pacifism, 
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and a bit greater acceptance of non-
combatant service in the military. 
—There was a significant improvement 
in scores on the race relations scale. 
—There was a significant increase in 
acceptance of divorce, remarriage of 
divorcees, moderate drinking, and social 
dancing. 
—Attitudes opposing abortion, homo-
sexual acts, and smoking have strength-
ened. 
—The proportion of respondents favor-
ing the ordination of women rose from 
17 to 44 percent. Church members are 
quite polarized as to how extensively 
women should enter church leadership 
roles. 
Howard Kauffman and Leo Driedger 
aim to complete a 350 page manuscript 
on the principal findings by summer 
1990. Chapters will include findings on 
modernization, secularization, and as-
similation among Mennonites. 
Project associate director, Leland D. 
Harder, North Newton, Kan., is using 
the data to write a study book for use in 
Sunday school classes and other church 
or school groups. Driedger, Harder, and 
Kauffman also will write articles for 
church papers. 
"The findings from the church mem-
ber profile survey will be invaluable to 
church leaders, denominational agen-
cies, and pastors as they establish priori-
ties for the future," noted Richard A. 
Kauffman, interim director of the Insti-
tute of Mennonite Studies and a member 
of the administrative committee. 
Kauffman added, "I hope that con-
gregations will study the results as one 
way to see what is happening in our faith 
family and to reflect on what Christian 
faithfulness means for us in today's 
world." 
The survey findings are drawn from a 
data base of 3,083 or 70% of the eligible 
sample in 153 congregations. Howard 
Kauffman noted that the 1989 survey 
included some topics not covered in 
1972 and about two-thirds of the origi-
nal questions. 
In addition to their writing assign-
ments, the researchers are accepting 
speaking appointments to interpret the 
findings. They also will offer a work-
shop at Mennonite World Conference 
in Winnipeg, Man., in July 1990. 
The project has been made possible 
by funding from the five cooperating 
denominations, plus grants from several 
Mennonite agencies. H 
Mennonite World 
Fellowship Sunday 
set for June 3 
Pentecost Sunday, June 3, is the date 
for the 1990 observance of Mennonite 
World Fellowship Sunday. 
"The idea of Mennonite World Fel-
lowship Sunday is indeed to fellowship 
in spirit with Mennonites and Brethren 
in Christ around the world," said MWC 
Executive Secretary Paul Kraybill. "The 
idea is that we can better see our needs 
and strengths, shortcomings and con-
tributions, as we try to see through the 
eyes of co-laborers in Christ in many 
diverse situations." 
Local congregations are encouraged 
to invite someone from another church— 
and preferably from another nation or 
culture—to take part in their June 3 
service. 
This year's observance takes on added 
meaning, coming less than two months 
before the July 24-29 Assembly 12 at 
Winnipeg, Manitoba (Canada). The 
theme for the Assembly will be "Wit-
nessing to Christ in Today's World," 
and MWC is inviting pastors around the 
world to use this theme as a sermon 





Students serve on spring break 
Encouraging students to serve is one 
of the goals of a Messiah College educa-
tion, and students are afforded numer-
ous opportunities to get involved. One 
such opportunity is the yearly Spring 
Break Service Project. Approximately 
200 students who went on this year's 
project "gave up" their break, March 
16-23, to serve others. 
The projects consist of eleven teams 
of students who travel to designated 
locations to work with a mission organi-
zation. Visiting one location, teams will 
travel to such places as Florida, Missis-
sippi, Washington D.C., and the Bronx, 
New York. At their site, students assist 
the mission organization in any way 
they need help. This could be tutoring 
children, building a roof, assisting in a 
food pantry, helping in bookwork, or 
cleaning up a vacant lot. For example, 
three teams will work in South Carolina 
to lend a hand to the victims of Hurri-
cane Hugo. Another team will spend its 
week serving the homeless in the nation's 
capital. 
Funding for the projects comes from 
various sources. A percentage of profits 
from video games on campus and money 
paid by students when they forget iden-
tification cards for meals are a couple of 
sources of money. There are also fund 
raisers, which include "skip-a-meals" 
and rock-a-thons. Finally, each student 
must contribute a certain small amount. 
According to MCSA chaplain and 
project coordinator Roy Stetler, the 
number of students participating in 
Spring Break Service Projects has nearly 
doubled since last year. In fact, there 
was so much interest that Roy had to 
create three extra groups in order to 
include as many students as possible. 
"Each year when they return, students 
share about their experiences," Stetler 
said, "and I've never heard anyone who 
had a bad experience. I think that helps 
to attract people the following year." 
He added that project participants 
often find that they gain as much as they 
give. "The impact on their relationship 
with God and the relationships with the 
people on their team as well as people 
they serve is incredible," explained 
Stetler. "I see that as our main goal 
here." With an increasing number of 
26 
students sharing their concern for those 
around them, that's a goal that is sure to 
be reached. 
Junior wins memorial 
music competition 
Rebecca Randall, a soprano, won the 
sixth annual Keith Lance Kuhlman 
Competition, held Feb. 6 on the Mes-
siah College campus. She sang selec-
tions from Mozart, Brahms, and Britten. 
The competition was open to Mes-
siah College music majors, who show-
cased their talent while competing for a 
$200 award. Vocalists were required to 
perform one aria and two art songs, 
while instrumentalists performed a 
major composition or a single move-
ment from a major work. 
The award was established as a me-
morial to Keith Lance Kuhlman, a 
trumpet player in the Mechanicsburg 
(Pa.) high school band and the Messiah 
College/ Community Orchestra when he 
died in 1983. 
Messiah professor has 
book published 
Crossway Books, Westchester, Illi-
nois, recently published A World With-
out Tyranny, written by Dean C. Curry, 
Chairman of the Department of History 
and Political Science at Messiah College. 
Is there biblical justification for Ameri-
can Christian involvement in interna-
tional politics and foreign affairs? What 
is the relationship between Christian 
faith and international politics? These 
questions have always been important, 
but never with the urgency of today. 
Some see Mikhail Gorbachev's glas-
nost and peristroika, the toppling of the 
Berlin Wall, and the recent dramatic 
demise of communism in Eastern Europe 
as harbingers of a "global spring" in 
international relations. Yet the massacre 
in Tiananmen Square reminds us that 
tyranny is still very much a reality in our 
world. 
A World Without Tyranny presents a 
carefully articulated Christian theology 
of international relations based on an 
understanding of both Christianity and 
politics, and the relationship between 
the two. Strongly emphasizing that "Free-
dom is the antidote to tyranny," Curry 
contends that freedom must be at the 
top of a Christian agenda of interna-
tional politics. Therefore, the future of 
world democracy should be of major 
concern to all thoughtful Christians. 
The 25th Anniversary Banquet of the 
1990 Ministers Conference, held on the 
Messiah campus Feb. 19-21, featured 
reminiscing by Dr. David McBeth, a 1952 
graduate of Messiah and member of the 
Grantham Brethren in Christ Church. 
Dr. McBeth coordinated the first Minis-
ters Conference in 1965. 
Commenting on the book, Alberto 
Coll, professor of international law at 
the United States Naval War College, 
says, "In this thoughtful and well-rea-
soned work. Dean Curry has performed 
a signal service by taking a fresh look at 
the relationship of Christian faith to 
international politics . . . uncom-
promising in its preference for freedom 
over tyranny, and rightly critical of the 
utopianism that pervades so much of 
contemporary Christian thought." Wal-
ter Kansteiner III, on the U.S. Depart-
ment of State Planning Staff, says, 
"Curry has an impressive grasp of a 
broad array of foreign policy issues, and 
articulately weaves in a biblical perspec-
tive for many of the issues that will face 
us in the 1990s." 
Curry, who received his master's from 
the University of Pennsylvania and doc-
torate from Claremont Graduate School 
in California, is currently on leave from 
Messiah as John M. Olin Fellow at the 
Institute for the Study of Economic Cul-
ture at Boston University. As part of the 
fellowship he spent the month of Febru-
ary visiting South Africa, doing research 
on the economic culture of South Afri-
can evangelicals. • 
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Eighth in a series written by 
faculty members of Messiah College 
Poetry in the 
Old Testament 
by Wilma Ann Bailey 
Norman Gottwald, a well-known bib-
lical scholar, estimates that fully one 
third of the content of the Old Testa-
ment is cast in poetic form. This may not 
be readily apparent to those who read 
the Bible in English translations that do 
not set the poetic sections in verse. But in 
addition to the one hundred and fifty 
poems that comprise our book of Psalms 
and the Song of Solomon—the power 
and beauty of whose verses are well 
known—poems are found scattered 
throughout the Pentateuch: 
Sing to the Lord, for he has tri-
umphed gloriously; 
the horse and his rider he has 
thrown into the sea. 
(Exodus 15:21) 
the Historical books: 
Saul and Jonathan, beloved and 
lovely! 
In life and in death they were not 
divided; 
They were swifter than eagles. 
They were stronger than lions. 
(2 Samuel 1:23) 
the Wisdom materials: 
Three things are too wonderful for me; 
four I do not understand: 
the way of an eagle in the sky, 
the way of a serpent on a rock, 
the way of a ship on the high seas, 
and the way of a man with a maiden. 
(Proverbs 30:18-19) 
Wilma Bailey is Assistant Professor of 
Old Testament at Messiah College. A resi-
dent of Grantham, she is a member of the 
Mennonite Church and serves on the Men-
nonite Board of Education and the board of 
Mennonite Central Committee. Biblical 
quotations are from the Revised Standard 
Version. 
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the Prophetic literature: 
Woe to those who lie upon beds of 
ivory, 
and stretch themselves upon their 
couches, 
and eat lambs from the flock, 
and calves from the midst of the 
stall. 
(Amos 6:4) 
and even the Apocalypse: 
How great are his signs, how mighty 
his wonders! 
His kingdom is an everlasting 
kingdom, 
and his dominion is from generation 
to generation. 
(Daniel 4:3) 
Only seven books lack poetry: Leviti-
cus, Ruth, Esther, Ezra, Nehemiah, 
Haggai and Malachi. 
Poetry is a natural medium through 
which people living in a society where 
most are illiterate pass on knowledge, 
wisdom, and advice from one genera-
tion to the next. It expresses abstrac-
tions well and is easy to memorize. 
For at least 2,000 years, scholars have 
been trying to isolate the characteristics 
of biblical poetry. More recently, find-
ings at Ugarit (Ras Shamra) and other 
ancient Near Eastern sites have enriched 
our understanding of the structures and 
forms of Semitic poetry, providing some 
clues as to what may have guided the 
biblical authors. Earlier, Robert Lowth 
noticed that lines of biblical poetry were 
often cast in pairs, the second of which 
repeated the sentiment of the first, con-
trasted with it, or extended the meaning 
further. 
Every night I flood my bed with tears; 
I drench my couch with my weeping. 
(Psalm 6:6) 
The poor use entreaties, 
but the rich answer roughly. 
(Proverbs 18:23) 
She put her hand to the tent peg 
and her right hand to the workmen's 
mallet. 
(Judges 5:26) 
This came to be called parallelism. 
Robert Alter, moving away from 
notions of any strict patterns, prefers to 
speak of movements of intensification. 
He further notes that frequently there 
are shifts from poetry to prose, indicat-
ing that differences between the two was 
not as clear cut as they tend to be in 
modern English. The structure of bibli-
cal poetry, as Alter sees it, is saying 
something about the relationship be-
tween God and human beings because it 
is "concerned above all with dynamic 
process moving toward culmination." 
We might understand this to mean that, 
just as the content moves from a broken 
relationship with God to the healing of 
that relationship, so the very structure of 
the poem points to that movement. 
Other characteristics of biblical poet-
ry include: 
(1) chiasmus, a structure where the 
second line reverses the word order of 
the first: 
It is he that made us, 
And we are his. 
(Psalm 100:3) 
(2) ellipsis, or the omission of words; 
They have ears, but do not hear; 
noses, but do not smell. 
(Psalm 115:6) 
and (3) inclusios, a pattern in which the 
last line of a poem repeats the first (see 
Psalm 118). 
Furthermore, the authors of biblical 
poems gave much attention to the sounds 
of words. As an example, it has often 
been pointed out that the basket of 
summer fruit that the prophet Amos 
sees to illustrate that the end is near is a 
play on the sound of the Hebrew words 
for summer (qayis) and end (qes) (Amos 
8:1-2). Repetition of the same sounds in 
the waves of the syllables of a phrase or 
line is another characteristic of Hebrew 
poetry. 
Finally, poetic license in the Bible 
must never be mistaken for literal truth. 
continued on page 28 
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The mountains skipped like rams, 
the hills like lambs. 
(Psalm 114:4) 
Rather, by compressing thoughts and 
empowering words, poetry can say 
volumes beyond the few that are used— 
stirring the emotions, stimulating the 
intellect, and freeing the spirit to open 
up new channels that lead to a deeper 
understanding of truth and a closer rela-
tionship to God. 
Search me, O God, and know my 
heart! 
Try me and know my thoughts! 
And see if there be any wicked way in 
me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting! 
(Psalm 139:23-24) 
Bibliography 
Robert Alter, "The Characteristics of 
Ancient Hebrew Poetry." The Literary Guide 
to the Bible, edited by Robert Alter and 
Frank Kermode. (Cambridge, Mass.: Belk-
man Press, 1987), pp. 611-624. 
Norman Gottwald, "Poetry, Hebrew." The 
Interpreter's Dictionary of the Bible. (Nash-




Having spent considerable time recent-
ly in conversations on various weighty 
topics—like the role of women in the 
church, conflict in the church, different 
personality styles, race relations—I have 
some observations and questions about 
some of the underlying issues which 
affect the way we relate to any particular 
topic. 
Perceptions. It's not particularly pro-
found to note that communication is an 
extremely complicated process, but I 
continue to be amazed by how much 
misunderstanding occurs even when peo-
ple are well-intentioned. I'm reminded 
of that old game where a sentence is 
whispered from one person to another 
in a circle. By the time the last person 
repeats it out loud, the sentence bears 
little resemblance to the original one. No 
one deliberately distorts the message; 
they merely repeat what they think 
they've heard. 
In real life, distorted communication 
often occurs because of the expecta-
tions, assumptions, and fears that the 
recipients bring to it. Many conflicts, I 
am convinced, persist because of the 
participants' different perceptions about 
what really happened in any given situa-
tion. Often, rather than clarify, we sus-
pect wrongdoing based on what we 
thought the other person said. 
This was brought home to me by an 
incident at our local high school band 
boosters meeting. Many of the black 
parents were angry at a newspaper arti-
cle about the band which they thought 
was racist. I was also angry because it 
seemed like an injustice had been done— 
until I read the article myself. Then I 
couldn't figure out what the fuss was 
about. Clearly, our different experiences 
as either black or white in this culture 
affected the way we responded to the 
article and meant that further dialogue 
was necessary to clear up the misunder-
standing. 
Confronting vs. joining the system as 
a means of effecting change. This debate 
is an old one. Many who confronted the 
system in the '60s, for example, eventu-
ally ended up joining it in order to 
accomplish their goals, but perhaps their 
joining was somehow made easier by the 
fact that consciousness-raising had al-
ready been done by way of confrontation. 
Does the system (the church or society) 
want aggressive or assertive people who 
don't hesitate to challenge injustice when 
they see or experience it, or does it want 
gentle, agreeable people who "join" and 
then from within carefully and subtly 
work at changing attitudes? How are 
"system people" perceived by those still 
outside the system—as sell-outs, suc-
cesses, important as layers of ground-
work, or wimps? Are "confronters" seen 
as whiners and purveyors of negativism? 
In the church, we often call those who 
conf ron t or challenge the system 
"prophets." Do we secretly wish the 
prophets among us would be quiet, go 
away, or join the system, or do we wel-
come them because we know we need 
their message? 
I don't think this is a case of either/ or, 
all-or-nothing. God made each of us 
with our own personality styles and 
gifts. The church and the world need all 
of us—confronters, joiners, and every-
one in between or on the outer edges. 
Rather than assume that our way is 
right, it seems to me that we would do 
well to realize that God's work in the 
world is done in many different ways. At 
the same time, we can and should learn 
from one another; perhaps the confront-
ers among us need to learn how to mod-
erate or reframe their words so that they 
are more likely to be heard, while the 
joiners or the "quiet in the land" need to 
work at speaking out directly when they 
see injustice. 
I've been talking lately to one person 
who sees many things wrong with the 
church as it is right now. I've also been 
talking to someone else who never seems 
to be overcome by problems in the 
church, but always manages to reframe 
everything positively. Both people have 
challenged my thinking and helped me 
see the truth of their positions, but both 
also make me uncomfortable sometimes 
with the extremes of their respective 
approaches. 
My response to them confirms, in my 
mind at least, my earlier assertion that 
the church needs all types of people and 
approaches and that we need to con-
tinue talking frankly to each other about 
the way we perceive things. If we are 
honest about our perceptions, commu-
nicate them clearly, listen carefully to 
others, and respect other points of view, 
I would hope that God's work in the 
world would be advanced. That, after 
all, is really what we ought to be about. 
Phoebe 
28 Evangelical Visitor 
Regarding "Vision Planning" proposals 
Some observations I want to make 
[about the Vision Planning proposals] 
include: 
1. The haste. It took eight years to 
authorize, study, and implement Renew-
al 2000 restructuring. By the autumn of 
1988, we had given it only four years. By 
forcing this second restructure through 
in less than two, and without General 
Conference authorization, are we really 
expected to be so naive as to think that 
more denominational refurbishing will 
produce growth. 
2. The presumption. The Board of 
Administration [BOA] has interpreted 
the Manual, "To keep under review the 
overall functioning of the church pro-
gram and to bring such recommenda-
tion to General Conference. . . ." 
(MDG, pp. 44-45) to mean that the 
BOA can do whatever it desires. This in 
effect puts the BOA above General Con-
ference. The BOA must have presumed 
to instruct the Bishops Nominating Com-
mittee as to what type of personnel to 
consider for the redefined office of 
bishop. And this without General Con-
erence approval (or even consideration!). 
If the 1990 General Conference doesn't 
have and demonstrate the will to resist 
such presumption, General Conference 
will have ceased to govern the denomi-
nation. The precedent being set in this 
biennium is radical. Another major 
amputation of our Anabaptist doctrine 
of the church. 
3. The power. The primary initiators 
of this latter refurbishing process will 
undoubtedly appear in most of the four 
leadership positions. So many functions 
have already been amalgamated into the 
General Secretary's office that we ought 
to be more alert to further controlling 
centralization in that direction. We may 
continue to have bishops, but now we'll 
have archbishops. Is this really how the 
denomination wants to assign its power? 
4. The distraction. The most impor-
tant denominational agenda item in 
1990 was to have been the doctrinal 
statement. Is the Vision Planning scheme 
a "juggling act" to keep us from paying 
full attention to this primary General 
Conference work? Of course, as I said, if 
General Conference doesn't have the 
April 1990 
will and courage to resist this rush job, 
the doctrinal statement won't be reliable 
for long, because the BOA will have the 




I have considerable problems with the 
"Renewal 2000—Vision Planning" plans 
as presented in the January Visitor (p. 
14-15). Looking at the numbers of six 
bishops and four top-level administra-
tors, with an estimated cost for salaries, 
travel, secretaries, and office space of 
$50,000 each, presents a cost of $500,000. 
This cost divided over some 20,000 
members in North America seems to be 
more administration than is desirable or 
good stewardship. The chart appears to 
me to call for salaried people in the 
finance area which would put this cost 
even higher. 
To me there is a good alternative 
which is to give congregations more 
freedom to choose their own destiny. 
I have had much interest in the makeup 
Contributions 
invited for Dialogue 
and Readers Respond 
Persons contributing to Readers Re-
spond (letters to the editor) are encour-
aged to be concise. Letters may be short-
ened. All letters must be signed. Occa-
sionally we may decide to withhold 
names due to special circumstances. 
Longer contributions are welcomed 
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to 
express their opinions on a broad range 
of topics relevant to the mission of the 
church and to living the Christian life. 
Since each article or letter represents 
the view of the writer, they do not 
necessarily reflect the official position 
of the Brethren in Christ Church. 
and considerable involvement with many 
organizations of different types. Gener-
ally, organizations with the highest level 
of "grassroots" participation in the de-
cision-making process are the most suc-
cessful and run the smoothest. 
This is certainly true of congregations 
and denominations I have had contact 
with here in the Midwest. One funda-
mental denomination with apparent 
good church growth has as part of its 
statement of faith that the congregation 




The tagging of the logo towel 
with monogrammatic stamp 
was but a harbinger in our 
denominational camp. 
It spoke of leaning hard upon 
commercials for promotion, 
imprimaturing merchandise 
by which to claim devotion. 
But it was but the camel's nose 
for what is now to follow: 
adoption of all Madison 
though values may be hollow. 
Not just the means, the mode itself 
of high-tech corporations 
is offered as the model for 
our churchly affirmations. 
A few decide; the rest comply, 
efficiency the master; 
a streamlined polity to move 
both laity and pastor. 
But is the Wall Street Journal read 
by him whose name we carry? 
If not, will he know how to bless 
what we propose to marry? 
Or should we seek community— 
a fellowship decision, 
dependent on the Spirit's grace 
for impetus and vision? 




I read through the February Visitor 
last night and wanted to share some of 
my thoughts with you. 1 would like the 
church to hear my concerns, but do not 
want to embarrass my parents. Perhaps 
this could be an anonymous letter to the 
editor. 
I appreciated the two perspectives on 
nonconformity (pages 12-15). Mark 
Wastler's educated, adult decisions are 
fine for him now where he is on his 
spiritual journey, but 1 have a different 
perspective. Growing up as a child in a 
Brethren in Christ home where the 
meaning and practices of nonconform-
ity were being "adjusted," as Luke Keefer 
Jr. says, made for considerable confu-
sion. My parents voted, but politics 
were rarely discussed except every four 
years at national election time. We were 
not allowed to dance, go to movies, 
watch TV (except when space ships 
blasted off, or Billy Graham had a tele-
vised crusade), or play cards—until we 
moved to a more liberal congregation 
when I was in my mid-teens, and cards 
were played during youth group activi-
ties at the church, so we were allowed to 
play. The other kids went to dances and 
movies, so we were allowed to go. And 
TV crept into our home because every-
one else in the church had one. My 
younger brothers and sisters have a 
much different perspective than I do! 
{jHesims 
Dear Paul, 
I am deeply thankful that you intro-
duced me to Dr. Luke. He makes the life 
of Christ so vivid, and his living presence 
so real. One of the stories which I find 
especially refreshing is Luke's account 
of the disillusioned disciples' encounter 
with our risen Lord on the road to 
Emmaus. 
I can feel their dismay—their utter 
hopelessness, in fact—as they faced the 
collapse of all they had ever hoped for. 
Good desires they were, too, all within 
the will of God; for it is always right to 
expect the establishing of the Kingdom. 
That short walk must have seemed like a 
hundred miles, and perhaps they won-
dered why they were bothering to put 
one leaden footstep ahead of the other. 
Then came the Lord, and he made 
their hearts burn within them even 
before they knew who he was. When the 
recognition finally came, it must have 
been a tremendous shock to realize that 
Jesus had been there all along. That, to 
me, is the most exciting part of the story, 
because 1 can see now that Jesus was 
there for me too, long before I ever knew 
him. He was present at my conception 
and birth. He guided the course of my 
life, suffered with me when I hurt, and 
brought me out of my destitute state 
into a relationship with himself. It was 
no mere accident, Paul, that I went 
30 
toward Rome and your prison cell when 
I ran away. It was there that the risen 
Lord finally made himself known to me 
as he broke the bread of his word 
through your hands. 
It is a tremendous comfort for me to 
know that I have never been alone, not 
even when I felt most forsaken. Joseph 
must have had a similar experience 
when his traitor brothers sold him into 
Egypt. Betrayed and isolated, he proba-
bly thought that the God of his fathers 
had been on holiday when this evil thing 
happened. But later he could say to his 
brothers, "You meant it for evil, but 
God meant it for good." 
I trust that this Emmaus story will 
continue to build faith in despairing 
seekers after truth until the end of time. 
Jesus is there always for all who want 
him. He will not impose himself on 
those who make a deliberate choice to 
go their own way, seeking their own 
satisfaction with regard for neither God 
nor man. That is the ultimate loneliness, 
the outer darkness of which the Master 
spoke. 
How could anyone be so foolish? As 
for me, like those brothers from Emmaus, 
I feel my leaden feet growing wings as I 
continue to spread the gospel of peace. 
Your faithful servant always, 
Onesimus 
And dress—well, we could never af-
ford Oxford shirts [like Wastler wears]; 
our simple dress was wearing hand-me-
downs from relatives and friends, or 
buying cheap clothes when we began 
working on our own. 
So now, as an adult, what does non-
conformity mean to me? For me, it is an 
attitude of the heart that is expressed in 
different ways for different people within 
the same committed group. Because I 
belong to a church, a small group within 
that church, and to a family, it cannot be 
assumed that I will be like everyone else 
in that church, small group, or family. 1 
do not conform to American society, 
but the ways I express my nonconform-
ity are different from the way my par-
ents express their nonconformity. And 
my children's ways will probably be dif-
ferent from mine. 
We were privileged to be part of an 
international fellowship of Christians 
from 29 countries this past week. Non-
conformity happened Sunday night as 
we joined hands and sang "We are one 
in the bond of love"—black and white, 
Asian, Polish, African, South Ameri-
can. Hot pink pants, African wrap-
around dresses, jean miniskirts, casual 
pants, dress pants, and many other types 
of clothes were part of the attire. But we 
were one in spirit, and this is what is 
different from non-Christians. 
I do not want to minimize noncon-
formity; in a non-Christian culture and 
world it is absolutely necessary. But for 
me at this time in my life, nonconform-
ity takes the form of contemplation, 
meditation, and prayer so that I can 
obey the Holy Spirit when he says 
"speak up, share your feelings with this 
person, or express your opinion at this 
business meeting," or "be quiet now and 
listen; words will not help this situation." 
Let's keep up the dialogue about non-
conformity. Ask the African, British, 
Japanese, and Indian Brethren in Christ 
what their perspective is. Ask old-timers, 
newcomers, and middle-agers what their 
perspective is. Accept nonconformity 
within each congregation and each fam-
ily as good. If we see our differences as 
the work of God's Spirit, we can free 






The doctrinal statement: communicating essentials 
One of the significant items to be considered by General 
Conference delegates this summer is the new doctrinal state-
ment. On page two of this issue, John Arthur Brubaker sum-
marizes the four years of work of the Doctrinal Task Force 
which is culminating in the draft being proposed to Confer-
ence. As we prepare to study, discuss, and vote on the proposed 
statement, I offer the following observations about the doctri-
nal statement itself and the process of our adopting it. 
First, and perhaps most crucially, the doctrinal statement is 
intended as a statement by the church, not as a statement of 
individual beliefs. The task force has endeavored to draft a 
statement which identifies the broad areas of Brethren in 
Christ belief which are common to nearly all of us. 
As one might expect, there are those who say that the 
statement is fine "as far as it goes," but it "doesn't say enough 
about. . . . " I n fact, we sometimes said this in task force 
meetings as we worked our way, line by line, through early 
drafts. As later drafts were circulated to selected readers and 
nearly all the pastors, other comments were received. For 
example, some wanted the doctrinal statement to be more 
explicit about contemporary social issues, such as abortion, 
ecology, and sexual deviancy. Others felt the last section, on 
the end times and the return of Jesus Christ, deserved greater 
attention. 
The task force discussed at length the various suggestions 
offered. In some cases, we added new material or changed 
wording. In other instances, the task force concluded that what 
was being requested—while perhaps representing the views of 
an individual or segment of the body—either did not fit in a 
summary statement of beliefs, or probably did not reflect the 
prevailing sentiment of the denomination. 
Second, our desire is that the doctrinal statement be bibli-
cally based and the result of sound theological reflection. 
However, the very nature of a doctrinal statement is that it be a 
summary of the church's doctrine, rather than an extensive 
explanation of our beliefs. The proposed statement seeks to 
identify in brief what the church believes; it remains for writers, 
teachers, and preachers to develop and communicate the rea-
sons for our beliefs. Indeed, there is already discussion about 
producing one or more books on Brethren in Christ doctrine 
and theology in the coming years. 
Third, the task force has attempted to bring together a 
doctrinal statement that would be contemporary in terms of 
language and application, without being trendy. We wanted it 
to be easy enough for most adults in our churches to read, yet 
comprehensive enough in content to convey the essential 
beliefs of the Brethren in Christ. A few persons have expressed 
a desire for more theological terms; most of the comments to 
date have affirmed the reading level and the avoiding of most 
religious cliches. 
How well does the proposed statement reflect the doctrinal 
understandings of the denomination as a whole? One way to 
judge that will be from the comments of delegates. But of 
course, just because a position is stated clearly and vigorously 
by one or several delegates does not necessarily mean they 
speak for the majority. Only a vote will test that. 
And I hold my breath when I consider the propensity which 
previous Conference bodies have at times shown in tinkering 
with detailed wording. Editing by group is exceedingly 
difficult—even in a 20-person task force or a 7-person execu-
tive committee. 
This is not to imply that the proposed doctrinal statement is 
perfect. My judgment is that by and large, it has been improved 
in each successive draft. This is, however, a plea for us as 
delegates to address fundamental issues and broad concepts in 
the statement. Propose alternate wording if you wish (prefera-
bly in writing), but let us resist the temptation to do extensive 
detailed editing from the floor of Conference. 
And while we're at it, let's not succumb to the feeling that 
more is better. A fact of life is that we can deal with only a 
limited number of concepts in any one section, paragraph, or 
sentence of such a document. As the introduction of the doc-
trinal statement says, "One must read the doctrinal statement 
as a whole, since each of the sections is closely related to the 
others." Before suggesting that a concept be added to a para-
graph, check to see if it appears somewhere else in the 
document. 
Perhaps we should take our cue from the Apostle John, who 
concluded his account of Jesus by writing, "If every one [of 
Jesus'deeds] were written down, I suppose that even the whole 
world would not have room for the books that would be 
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isfiops' Qolmu 
About the 
"birds and bees" 
by R. Donald Shafer 
It's springtime in most of North 
America, a time when some have said 
that persons of the opposite sex are 
attracted to each other. That romantic 
notion may or may not be a reality. 
What is more obvious is that we now 
live in a culture of sexual confusion. 
And this seems to be an appropriate 
time to address sexuality in the life of the 
church. There are stories in the Bible of 
problems that involve our sexuality. 
There are warnings about behaviors 
that break relationships or violate cov-
enants or inflict harm on others. Of 
course, many persons interpret the 
Scriptures to support their own opin-
ions. Many books and articles have been 
written on the subject of our sexuality. It 
is a major part of our thinking and body 
functions, not to mention our relation-
ships. So it will always be an intriguing 
subject. 
Since there has been an increasing 
amount of dialogue on this subject, as 
well as an increase in sexual immorality 
among members of the church (includ-
ing both clergy and others), 1 have 
decided to share some of my reflections 
on understanding sexuality. We com-
monly refer to "sex" as an act, but the 
subject is much more complex. Since we 
are either of the male gender or female 
gender, we all deal with the broader sub-
ject of sexuality. Here are a few thoughts 
to ponder. 
First, God sets the itinerary on sexual-
ity. If we begin with the creative acts of 
God, we can travel on a certain and sure 
pathway. God created male and female 
in his own image (Genesis 1:27). And we 
were created as sexy human beings. It is 
likely true that none of us comprehend 
what all is meant by our sexual orienta-
tion. But God started us on our sexual 
journey, and still starts us, as either male 
or female persons. We know that can be 
"very good," as God said on evaluating 
creation (Genesis 1:31). We also know 
that deviations of sexuality can be de-
structive. We are warned in the Deca-
logue (Exodus 20) to avoid adultery and 
to honor our relationships. So the be-
ginning of sexuality is to accept our gift 
of being either male or female and fol-
low our Creator. We also know there is 
the blessing of God when male and 
female are joined in the covenant of 
marriage. That unique relationship is 
meant to be productive and fruitful. 
And most monogamous marriages begin 
with great joy and good purpose. 
Secondly, in the mystery of our being 
made in the image of God, there is the 
potential of choosing wrong pathways. 
Thus, Satan, the enemy of God and 
truth, is one who seduces our integrity. 
Just as the first couple were deceived to 
think they could become like God, so 
many others have been lured by Satan 
to turn aside onto the paths of sexual 
deviancy that all lead to disappointment 
and destruction. And when people take 
wrong roads of abuse, addiction, and 
selfishness in sexual ways, others are 
usually involved and hurt. 
Third, it is clear that we humans are 
constantly seeking the roads to intimacy 
or avoiding them to our peril. We are 
created sexual, which implies we are not 
alone. We always have relationships 
that call us to deal with sexuality, 
whether it be celibacy, marriage, or 
involuntary singleness. We still have our 
sexuality to deal with in our relation-
ships with other persons of the same sex 
or opposite sex. 
That brings us to the fourth point. 
Jesus came to help us live life to the full 
(John 10:10). While he never married, 
he was tempted as any one of us, yet 
without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Jesus stated 
the intensity of our sexuality. It has to 
do with lust. Any of us can be drawn 
onto wrong roadways, but it is due to 
our own evil desires (James 1:13-15). 
Our sexuality has to do with mind and 
heart, and we need to understand the 
power and potential for both good and 
evil (Matthew 5:27-30). 
It is always sad to hear of persons in 
our church family who have either in-
flicted pain or been hurt due to wrong 
turns on the road of sexual choices. But 
rather than striking out or blocking 
roads to wholeness, we can be helpers to 
those who get lost in the wilderness of 
sexual sins. 
And fifth, there is really good news. 
The Holy Spirit of God seals our iden-
tity. Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit 
would guide us into all truth, which 
includes sexuality (John 16:12-15). As 
we become new creatures in Jesus Christ, 
we are given the grace to know who we 
are and then to grow and mature. By the 
power of the Holy Spirit, we can over-
come temptation (which will always be 
with us) and follow the paths of holy 
living. 
There are many seductive signs to 
sexual perversions and sins. Our culture 
uses the latent power of sexuality for 
sales and selfishness. But there is the 
better way of loving persons for who 
they are and respecting our relationships 
and covenants. 
As for me, I choose to take the road of 
monogamous marriage. I honor the 
promises made. It is necessary for me to 
recognize the power of sexuality for 
good and evil. As for me and my house, 
we thank God for his gift of sexuality. 
We need to beware of the potential for 
sin, but I would call us to celebrate this 
great gift from God the Creator; keep 
the paths as directed by Jesus, the 
Redeemer; and live the holy life availa-
ble from the Holy Spirit, the Sanctifier 
of our relationships. And for all this we 
need each other—brothers and sisters in 
Christ—to walk together as sexual beings 
who know about "the birds and bees." 
For if God cares for them, how much 
more will he care for us? 
Don Shafer is General 
Secretary of the Brethren 
in Christ Church, and 
lives in Upland, Calif. 
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